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The  following  particulars  are  given  in  accordance  with  the  request 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

J.  F.  Blackett,  Af.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  School  Afedical  Officer 
R.  E.  Thomas,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  : 

Norah  D.  Pinkerton,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  B.Sc. 

City  Analyst:  *H.  F.  Barke,  F.LC. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

W.  A.  Craven,  Cert.  San.  I.  and  Meat  I. 

Assistant  Inspectors  : 

W.  A.  Blake,  Cert.  San.  I.  and  Meat  I. 

J.  W.  Elliott,  do.  do. 

S.  D.  Hawkins. 

Tuberculosis  Department : 

Administrative  Medical  Officer  : The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  : 

*W.  R.  Clayton  Heslop,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.  (Ed.) 

(on  Staff  of  Somerset  County  Council) 

Health  Visitor  : Mrs.  B.  E.  Rose,  S.R.N.,  Ex-Queen’s  Nurse 

Health  Visitors — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare: 

Aliss  E.  Axten,  S.R.N.,  L.O.S. 

Miss  I.  Nash,  S.R.N.,  Cert.  Midwife. 

Miss  G.  Sparshatt,  S.R.N.,  Cert.  Midwife  ; New  Health 

Visitors’  Certificate. 

Clerks  : 

C.  J.  Pring,  Chief  Clerk 
Miss  E.  M.  Bartlett 
H.  E.  Cope 
E.  C.  Tadd  (part  time) 
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CITY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Medical  Superintendent  and  Medical  Attendant 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Consulting  Medical  Officer  : *Dr.  O.  A.  G.  Collins 
Matron:  Miss  L.  H.  Lane,  S.R.N. 

CITY  MATERNITY  HOME,  44,  Rivers  Street. 

Medical  Superintendent  : The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Matron  : *Miss  M.  Gaskell,  S.R.N.,  Cert.  Midwife 

District  Midwives  (see  page  48)  : 

E,  D.  Abbott : G.  Champion  ; C.  M.  Starr  ; M.  E.  Thomas 

Medical  Officer  to  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  (at  Royal  United  Hospital)  r 

*Dr.  R.  Waterhouse 

Medical  Officers  to  Ante-Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 

Dr.  R.  E.  Thomas  and  Dr.  Norah  D.  Pinkerton 

Medical  Officer  to  Orthopaedic  Clinic  (at  Royal  United  Hospital)  : 

*Dr.  Maud  F.  Forrester-Brown,  F.R.C.S. 

PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  to  Frome  Road  Institution  : 

A.  H.  Duckett,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

^District  Medical  Officers  : 

Dr.  J.  B.  Bennett;  Dr.  T.  C.  Halley;  Dr.  J.  P.  Hosford ; 

Dr.  S.  Marie  ; Dr.  D.  Moodie  ; Dr.  W.  Morris. 

PUBLIC  VACCINATORS. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Duckett ; "Dr.  J.  P.  Hosford  ; *Dr.  S.  Marie 

The  Staff  of  the  School  Medical  Department  is  given  in  my  Report 
to  the  Education  .'\uthority. 


Part-time  Officer  of  the  Council. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

City  and  Countv  Borouj^h  cf  Bath. 
Health  Resort  and  Chief  Town  of  Somerset. 


Area  of  the  Borough,  5152  Statute  acres. 

Situation — Latitude  51  o 23  ‘ N . , Longitude  2«  21'  W. 

Elevation — Varies  from  50  feet  above  sea  level  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Bath  Avon  to 
about  550  feet  on  the  South  and  700  feet  on  the  North, 

Mean  elevation — 269  feet  above  sea  level. 

Geological  Formation — Oolitic  Clays,  Limestones  and  Sands  ; Lias  and  Gravel. 

Water — Constant  service,  Corporation  Reservoirs. 

Capacity  61,000,000  gallons.  Moderately  hard  spring  water. 

Average  daily  consumption,  1930,  24'3S  gallons  per  head  ; 1925-29,  24  96 
gallons. 

Sewage  disposal  almost  exclusively  by  water  carriage.  Treated  at  Saltford. 

House  refuse  removed  and  cremated  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Population — 1921  Census,  68,300  (adjusted). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  Census  1921,  14,642  {i.e.,  structurally  separate  dwellings 
occupied  by  private  families). 

Number  of  families  orseparate  occupiers.  Census  1921,  17,645. 


Years 

1930. 

1929. 

Mean  of 
1926-30. 

Mean  of 
1921-25. 

Population,  estimated 

69240 

69240 

69536 

68782 

Rainfall  (Mean  of  65  yrs.,  1866-1930,  31  04  ins) 

32’77 

2933 

33  72 

30T6 

Rateable  Value  in  December 

£ 

556288 

554465 

491895 

42s 806 

Rates — Total  per  £ 

10/- 

10/- 

11/2 

12/3 

One  penny  Consolidated  Rate  produced 

£ 

2205 

2262 

1921 

Total  nett  indebtedness  ... 

£ 

1349867  ' 

1331734 

1183799 

660571 

Ditto  per  person  ... 

£ 

19  - 9 - 11 

18-19-0 

17-2-6 

9-12-6 

Marriages — Number  Registered 

590 

541 

553 

568 

Rate  per  1000  population. 

Bath 

16'7  ' 

15'6 

15'9 

16  4 

Ditto.  England  and  Wales 

15'8 

15'S 

15  4 

157 

Births — Number 

Bath 

834 

805 

834 

1013 

Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

n 

1L8  ' 

1L6 

11'9 

14  7 

Ditto.  England  and  Wales 

16'3  ’ 

16'3 

16'6 

20  0 

Illegitimate  births  per  1000  Infants 

1 

born 

Bath 

54 

63 

53 

49 

Deaths — Number — Bath  residents... 

935 

986 

952 

026 

Nett  rate  per  1000  population. 

Bath 

13'2 

14’2 

13'6 

13'4 

Standardized  rate  for  age  and  sex 

14 

99 

10'6 

10'2 

100 

Death  Rate  (crude),England  and  Wales 

1L4 

13'4 

12T 

12'2 

Death  Rate  (standardised)  ,, 

1L5 

10'9 

Infant  Mortality — ... 

Bath 

48 

47 

47 

62 

England  and  Wales 

60 

74 

68 

76 

Illegitimate  Infants 

Bath 

178 

98 

79 

116 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  (under  2 yrs.) 

3 

2 

4 

3 

Ditto,  Rate  per  1000  births. 

Bath 

3 6 

2 5 

45 

33 

Ditto.  do.  England  and  Wales 

60 

81 

T1 

90 

Principal  Causes  of  Death — 

! 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

. . • 

28 

51 

42 

43 

"Other”  Tuberculosis 

, , , 

3 

7 

1 7 

12 

Influenza 

. . . 

13 

39 

31 

37 

7 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS-  -Contimied- 


Years 

1930 

1 1929 

Mean  of 
1926-30 

! Mean  ol 
' 1921-25 

Pneumonia 

71 

64 

53 

48 

Bronchitis 

33 

56 

53 

62 

Cancer 

H6 

114 

127 

1112 

Cerebral  Haemorrliage  and  Hemiplegia 

57 

1 51 

56 

78 

Heart  Disease  ... 

155 

149 

151 

146 

Arterial  Sclerosis 

85 

61 

61 

31 

Nephritis 

1 43 

45 

38 

28 

Senile  Decay 

56 

69 

68 

74 

Seven  principal  “Zymotic  ” Diseases  .. 

6 

11 

13 

14 

Violence 

37 

45 

37 

29 

De.vth  Rates  per  1000  population  from — 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0 40 

0'74 

060 

0'62 

“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

004 

0 10 

0 09 

0T7 

Seven  principal  “Zymotic”  Diseases  .. 

009 

0 16 

019 

0'20 

Influenza 

0T8 

056 

0'44 

0'53 

Pneumonia 

101 

092 

0 76 

069 

Bronchitis 

0 47 

0'81 

O' 76 

090 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  .. 

0'20 

0'29 

0'19 

0-12 

Cancer 

2 07 

P65 

P82 

P77 

Deaths  at  various  age  periods — 

Under  1 year 

40 

38 

40 

63 

1 to  5 years 

3 

18 

18 

18 

Between  5 and  60  years 

234 

249 

248 

253 

Over  60  years 

658 

681 

647 

592 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  notified 

Diphtheria 

51 

27 

52 

84 

Scarlet  Fever 

103 

129 

186 

113 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

6 

9 

3 

Small-pox 

— 

8 

2 

— 

Erysipelas 

33 

32 

25 

22 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

11 

6 

9 

10 

Puerperal  Fever... 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

15 

4 

16 

3 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

69 

66 

67 

79 

“Other”  Tuberculosis 

10 

19 

19 

17 

Infectious  Disease  - Attack  rates  per  1000 
population — 

Diphtheria 

072 

0’39 

0'74 

P22 

Scarlet  Fever 

P46 

1'86 

2'66 

P63 

Enteric  Fever 

003 

009 

0'13 

0 04 

Small-pox 

— 

0'12 

0’02 

— 

Erysipelas 

047 

0-46 

036 

032 

Puerperal  Fever... 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 06 
0 21 

006 
0 23 

0'04 

0 02 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

098 

0-95 

0’96 

115 

0 14 

0'27 

0-27 

024 

Number  of  Deaths  from — 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

■ 

2 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

-- 

Erysipelas 

— 

4 

2 

1 

Measles 

— 

O 

2 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

5 ' 

2 

4 

Puerperal  Fever... 

i 

1 

— 

1 

Death  Rates  per  1000  population  from — 

Diphtheria 

COl 

001 

0 02 

0 03 

Scarlet  Fever 

001 

— 

002 

0 01 

Enteric  Fever 

001 

0 01 

0 02 

0 01 

Erysipelas 

— 

0 06 

0(2 

002 

Measles 

— 

0 03 

003 

005 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

007 

003 

005 

Puerperal  Fever... 

Vaccination — Percentageof  Infants  vaccinated 

‘January  to  Jure 

0 0! 
13* 

only. 

001 

18 

0'C)2 

21 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  to  the  y\LDERMEN  and 
Councillors  of  the  City  of  Bath. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  a statutory  obligation  for  every  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
prepare  an  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  administration  in  the  area 
for  which  he  is  responsible-  At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
the  ordinary  reports  are  to  be  replaced  every  fifth  year,  beginning  with 
1925,  by  what  is  known  as  a Survey  Report  and  this  is  the  second  of  the 
special  series.  It  is  longer  than  the  intermediate  reports  and  the  matters 
referred  to  are  less  rigidly  confined  to  the  activities  either  of  the  Health 
Department  or  of  a particular  year. 

The  middle  years  of  the  first  decade  after  the  War  were  marked, 
as  far  as  public  health  legislation  is  concerned,  by  numerous  enact- 
ments following  each  other  in  rapid  sequence-  Then  came  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  1929  which  took  effect  as  from  April  1st,  1930.  and 
later  the  Housing  Act  of  1930-  As  a result,  there  has  been  a material 
and  considerable  addition  to  the  responsibilities,  the  duties  and  the 
importance  of  the  Health  Department,  and  we  now  need  time,  both  in 
the  country  as  a whole  and  locally,  to  work  out  the  many  complex  read- 
justments involved-  When  we  have  done  so,  the  whole  position  of 
public  health  services  will  have  been  very  greatly  improved. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  report  contains  little  that  is  irrelevant  or  unim- 
portant, but  special  attention  may  perhaps  be  invited  to  certain  points  : 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  During  the  five  years  since  the  last 
survey  report,  not  only  have  our  activities  been  fully  maintained,  but  in 
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several  directions  they  have  been  extended-  A new  Ante-natal  Clinic 
has  been  started  at  Blue  Coat  House  and  a new  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  at 
Southdown,  while  plans  for  improved  institutional  accommodation  for 
maternity  rases  are  approaching  completion-  Great  importance  has  been 
attached  to  ante-natal  work  and  this  has  shewn  a very  satisfactory 
development-  See  also  pages  47  to  52- 

Public  Assistance-  The  year  1930  was  the  first  in  which  the 
Council  has  been  responsible  for  Poor  Law  administration  and  it  has  been 
necessary  for  me  to  make  many  references  in  the  report  to  the  activities 
of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee-  I have  done  my  best  to  avoid 
errors,  but  as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth  has  as  yet  no  formal  connec- 
tion with  that  Committee,  my  remarks  deal  with  matters  for  which  I have 
no  personal  responsibility  and  are  based  on  information  obtained  from 
others-  In  this  connection,  I offer  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Director 
of  Public  Assistance,  and  to  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  Master  at 
Frome  Road  House  for  much  help  readily  given. 

Housing.  The  Council’s  five  year  programme  (page  31)  deserves 
special  study.  It  must  be  remembered  that  this  represents  not  an  actual 
achievement,  but  something  which  much  preparatory  work  during  the  last 
few  years  has  made  possible  if  sufficient  support  is  forthcoming.  Unfor- 
tunately, experience  elsewhere  has  too  often  shown  that  in  carrying  out 
slum  clearance  schemes  the  Local  Authority,  so  far  from  receiving  the 
willing  acquiesence  of  those  concerned,  has  had  to  act  in  spite  of  consider- 
able and  sometimes  unexpected  opposition.  The  issues  involved,  how- 
ever, are  so  vital  that  no  difficulties  capable  of  solution  should  be  allowed 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  a reform  of  fundamental  importance  to  the  health 
of  the  community. 

I desire  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  constant  help  and  encourage- 
ment I have  received  from  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  the  various 
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Commiltees  with  which  the  Health  Department  is  associated.  Another 
factor  which  has  been  much  appreciated  is  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
medical  practitioners  in  the  City.  In  this  connection  it  is  perhaps 
permissible  to  put  on  record  the  fact  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Bath  Division  of  the  British  Medical 
Association  for  the  year  1930-31.  Finally  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  whole 
of  the  staff  for  the  loyal  and  efficient  way  in  which  they  carry  out  the 
Council’s  work.  In  times  of  increasing  stress-they  are  always  anxious  to 
do  their  best  to  meet  the  calls  made  upon  the  Department. 

I remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  F.  BLACKETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Bath,  July,  1931. 
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Report  of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City  of  Bath, 
for  the  Year  1930. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

The  City  of  Bath  is  a County  Borough  with  an  area  of  5,152 
acres.  The  population  according  to  the  Census  figures  was  68,300  in 
1921  and  was  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to  be  69,240  at  the 
middle  of  1929.  The  latter  figure  has  been  used  in  this  report  for  the 
purpose  of  calculating  rates,  since  no  estimate  for  mid  1930  has  yet 
been  issued.  According  to  the  preliminary  Census  return  for  1931,  the 
population  on  April  26th  was  68,801.  This  probably  means  that  the 
population  has  varied  very  little  during  the  last  ten  years  and  that  the 
statistical  rates  given  in  my  reports  during  that  period  are  substantially 
accurate.  The  rates  for  1927  and  1928  may  be  a little  lower  than 
they  should  be,  because  for  those  years  the  Registrar  General  gave  an 
estimate  of  the  population  which  was  apparently  about  1,000  higher 
than  it  should  have  been  (see  1929  Report,  page  9). 

Although  Bath  is  to  a great  e.xtent  a residential  rather  than 
an  industrial  city,  there  are  several  large  works  in  which  engineering, 
cabinet  making,  the  manufacture  of  cloth,  and  other  industries,  are 
carried  on.  Large  numbers  of  visitors  come  here  also  to  use  the  Baths 
and  for  other  purposes.  These  provide  occupation  and  are  a source  of 
livelihood  to  a considerable  section  of  the  population.  We  are,  there- 
fore, by  no  means  exempt  from  the  bad  effects  of  acute  trade  depression 
in  the  country,  though  doubtless  we  suffer  somewhat  less  in  regard  to 
actual  unemployment  than  purely  industrial  areas.  I know  of  no 
occupation  which  has  any  material  influence  on  the  public  health. 

Details  in  regard  to  the  number  of  houses  and  families,  together 
with  much  other  statistical  informatidn,  may  be  found  in  the  Summary 
on  pages  6 and  7. 
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The  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  are  given  in  the 
form  suggested  in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  No.  1,11$)  : - 


Live  Births  * 

1 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate  . 

Total. 
...  789 
...  45 

M. 

415 

20 

F. 

374 

25 

1 Birth  Rate,  11.8 

Still  Births 

...  30 

16 

14 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  births,  34.7 

Deaths  .... 

...  935 

401 

534 

Death  Rate,  9.9 

Percentages  of  total  deaths  occurring  i Registered  deaths,  30.0 

in  public  institutions  i Net  " resident  ” do.  31.3 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  i from  sepsis  - - 1 

consequence  of,  childbirth  | ,,  other  causes  0 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  : — 
Legitimate,  41  ; Illegitimate,  178  ; Total,  48. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ....  3 

Vital  Statistics.  A detailed  summary  of  the  vital  statistics  for  1930 
and  for  several  previous  years  is  given  on  pages 
6 and  7.  The  chief  points  of  interest  about  those  for  1930  are  as 
follows : — 

The  Birth-rate  was  a fraction  higher  than  in  1929 — 11.8  instead 
of  11.6.  It  continues  to  be  much  less  than  that  of  the  country 

as  a whole  and  has  not  varied  materially  during  the  last  five  years. 

The  Infant  Mortality  is  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  for  every  1,000  births  during  the  year.  The  figure  for  Bath  was 
48,  which  is  very  low.  This  does  not  mean  that  a number  of  weakly 
infants  were  enabled  just  to  survive  their  first  birthday  only  to  die  in 
early  childhood,  as  is  sometimes  suggested  in  connection  with  infant 
welfare  work,  since  no  more  than  three  children  between  1 and  5 years 
of  age  died  during  the  whole  year.  The  infant  mortality  for  England 
and  Wales  was  60. 

The  death-rate,  wlien  standardised  for  the  age  and  sex  constitu- 
tion of  our  population,  worked  out  at  tlie  low  figure  of  9.9.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  was  extraordinarily  low  (sec  page 
42),  Imt  those  from  cancer  showed  an  increase  (sec  page  7). 
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Sickness  and  invalidity.  No  matters  calling  for  special  commcnl 
arose  during  1!)30. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  (see  pages  4 and  5). 

2.  Nursing  in  the  Home.  Although  no  actual  home  nursing  is 

carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  staff, 
a considerable  amount  of  financial  responsibility  has  been  accepted 
in  regard  to  certain  types  of  illness.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  skilled 
sick  nursing  among  the  poor  of  the  City  is  done  through  that  most 
valuable  institution,  the  Bath  District  Nursing  Association.  The  City 
Council  has  agreed  to  pay  the  Association  in  cases  approved  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  a fee  of  Is.  Os.  a visit  for  the  home  nursing 
of  expectant  mothers  and  women  suffering  from  puerperal  fever  or 
puerperal  pyrexia  and  for  children  suffering  from  measles,  whooping 
cough,  epidemic  diarrhoea,  poliomyelitis,  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  or 
any  other  diseases  the  nursing  of  which  is  included  in  arrangements 
made  by  the  Council  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act. 
(Council  Minutes,  1921),  page  653).  Similarly,  under  authority  given 
by  Section  224  of  the  Bath  Corporation  Act,  1925,  a fee  of  9d.  a visit 
is  paid  in  cases  of  cancer  (see  also  page  46).  During  the  year  ending 
March  31st,  the  Council’s  payments  under  these  headings  amounted 
to  £104. 

In  addition,  the  whole  of  the  maternity  section  of  the  Associa- 
tion’s work  is  paid  for  in  full  by  the  Council  in  connection  both  with 
the  Maternity  Home  and  with  the  services  of  the  four  district  midwives. 
(See  page  48). 

For  ordinary  district  nursing  duties  the  Association  employs 
seven  fully  qualified  Queen’s  Nurses.  During  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1931,  they  paid  30,679  visits  to  925  patients. 

Except  as  de.scribed  above,  the  Council  has  no  .scheme  for  the 
home  nursing  of  infectious  diseases. 

3.  Midwives.  The  total  number  of  midwives  j)ractising  in  the 

area  during  1930  was  27.  For  an  account  of  their 
work  see  page  48.  No  subsidy  is  ordinarily  given  to  private  mid- 


wives. 
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4.  National  Health  Insurance.  There  is  no  direct  co-ordination 

between  the  work  of  the  Insurance 
Committee  and  that  of  the  Council  except  that  the  Council  is  repre- 
sented on  the  Committee. 

5.  Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief.  The  districts  and  the  estimated 


populations  are 

as  follows : — 

Estimated 
Population . 

District  la. 

West  Walcot 

13,480 

„ lb. 

East  Walcot 

10,870 

2. 

Bathwick,  St.  James,  St.  Michael,  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul,  and  part  of  Lyncombe  and 

Widcombe  ... 

21,867 

„ 3. 

Part  of  Lyncombe  and  Widcombe 

6,611 

„ 4. 

Englishcombe  and  Twerton 

13,499 

„ 5. 

Charlcombe  (Within)  and  Weston  (Within) 

7,151 

The  arrangements  in  existence  prior  to  the  administrative  trans- 

fer  which  took  place  on  April  1st,  1930,  have  not  been  materially  altered. 

6.  Laboratory  Facilities.  See  page  37. 

7.  Legislation  in  Force-  In  addition  to  legislation  which  affects 

Bath  in  common  with  other  areas,  the 
following  special  powers  relating  to  the  Public  Health  are  available  : — 

(1)  Acts  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council : — 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

The  Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts. 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  except 
Sections  23,  78,  81,  82,  83,  and  91  and  subject  to  cer- 
tain modifications  of  Sections  25,  27,  30,  35,  38,  59  and 
75. 

(2)  Special  Act.  The  Bath  Corporation  Act,  1925. 

This  consists  of  12  Parts  with  254  Sections  and  came  into  force 
on  7th  August,  1925.  It  was  described  in  some  detail  in  my  Report 
for  1925  (pages  19-21).  Part  VIII.  deals  with  “ Infectious  Disease  and 
Sanitary  Matters  ” and  includes  provisions  in  regard  to  closure  of  and 
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attendance  of  children  at  Sunday  scliouls  and  places  of  assembly  ; 
extended  meaning  of  term  “ infectious  disease  ” ; compensation  for 
ceasing  employment  to  prevent  spread  of  disease  ; public  slaughter 
houses  ; filthy  premises  ; infested  houses  ; verminous  persons  ; offensive 
trades  ; chimneys  ; and  regulation  dustbins.  (Sections  153-172).  Part 
IX  has  been  replaced  by  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act  of  1927. 

3.  Bye-Laws;  — 

Level,  Width,  etc.,  of  New  Streets  and  Sewerage  thereof 
1868. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  1887. 

Offensive  Trades,  1887. 

Prevention  of  waste,  mis-use,  or  contamination  of  water, 
1890. 

Nuisances,  1891. 

Hackney  Carriages,  1896. 

Slaughterhouses,  1899. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings,  or  occupied  by  members  of  more 
than  one  family,  1900. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops,  1900. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  and  similar  structures,  1900. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  and  Alteration  of  Buildings,  1903. 

Good  Rule  and  Government  and  Prevention  of  Nuisances, 
1904. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  1914. 

Employment  of  Children  1920. 

Maternity  Homes,  1926. 

Slaughter  Houses.  Additional  to  the  1899  Bye-Laws  and 
including  one  relating  to  the  stunning  of  animals  by 
the  use  of  mechanically  operated  instruments,  1926. 

Fouling  of  Footways  by  dogs,  1926  and  1928. 

Emission  of  Black  Smoke,  1927. 

Slaughter  Houses.  Regulation  adding  calves  and  sheep  to 
the  list  of  animals  for  which  stunning  by  the  u.sc  of  a 
mechanically  operated  instrument  is  rc(iuircd  Iicfore 
slaughter,  1928. 


8 HOSPITAL  SERVICES 
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Voluntary  Board.  V.B.K.  = Voluntary  Board  with  representatives  of  Local  Authorities. 

C .C.  = Committee  of  City  Council.  NOTES  A to  F see  next  page. 
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Notes  A The  Royal  United  Hospital  is  being  rebuilt  on  a site  at  Combe  Park,  two 
miles  from  the  centre  of  the  City.  It  will  contain  ICO  Medical  and 
Surgical  beds  for  adults,  20  childrens’  beds,  and  20  Maternity  beds. 

B Year  ending  March , 1930. 

C The  Orthopaedic  Hospital  has  no  out-patient  department  but  links  up  with 
numerous  after-care  clinics  in  the  surrounding  area. 

D The  Orthopaedic  Hospital  was  provided  by  voluntary  subscriptions  but  is 
maintained  almost  entirely  by  contributions  from  public  authorities. 
Extensions  now  in  hand  will  make  provision  for  100  beds  in  all. 

E The  Forbes  Fraser  is  a “paying  hospital”  associated  with  the  Royal 
United  Hospital.  It  was  built  by  voluntary  subscriptions  but  is  maintained 
by  patients’  fees.  These  vary  from  3 to  6 guineas  a week,  exclusive  of 
medical  attendance.  Patients  are  attended  by  their  own  doctors.  There 
are  24  private  wards  and  4-12  bed  wards. 


F The  371  beds  at  Frome  Road  Infirmary  are  allocated  as  follows:  Chronic 
sick,  191  ; Tuberculosis,  19  ; Maternity,  8;  Sick  children,  21  ; Mental 
cases,  132. 


* The  Isolation  Hospital  is  1 mile  outside  the  City  Boundary. 


Administration  arrangements  at  Council’s  Hospitals  : 

Statutory  Isolation  Hospital.  See  page  38. 

Maternity  Home.  See  page  48. 

Ffome  Road  Infifmafy.  The  late  Guardians  whole-time  Medical 

Officer  is  in  charge  of  the  patients.  More 
adequate  facilities  for  consultations  would  seem  to  be  advisable. 
Operative  surgery,  X-ray,  dental,  ophthalmic,  pathological,  and  other 
special  work,  is  done  when  necessary  by  arrangement  with  voluntary 
institutions  in  the  City,  or,  in  certain  cases,  through  the  School  Medical 
Department, 

8.  Hospitals.  The  extent  of  the  official  co-operation  between  the 
City  Council  and  the  Voluntary  Hospitals  may  be 
summarised  thus ; — 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  notified  cases  of  Puerperal 
Fever  or  Puerperal  Pyrexia  to  be  admitted  to  the  Royal  United  Hospital 
at  any  time  and  to  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  7/6  a day.  Admissions 
in  1930  numbered  6. 

Notified  case?  of  infants  suffering  from  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
can  go  to  the  Royal  United  Hospital  or  the  Eye  Infirmary,  either  with  or 
without  the  mother,  for  7/6  a day.  In  practice  nearly  all  cases  are 
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treated  at  home  or  as  out-patients  on  a voluntary  basis,  but  the  arrange- 
ment is  very  valuable  at  times.  No  cases  were  admitted  during  1930. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Royal  United 
Hospital,  the  Medical  Officer  being  a member  of  tlie  Hospital  Staff.  The 
few  cases  requiring  in-patient  care  aie  admitted  to  the  Hospital  at  a 
charge  of  7/6  a day.  See  also  page  45 

School  children  requiring:-  — 

(a)  Tonsil  and  adenoid  operations  are  sent  to  the  Royal  United 
Hospital  or  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital  and  are  generally  admitted 
for  three  days.  Charges — operation  and  administration  35/-  ; mainten- 
ance, 6/-  a day.  Cases  in  1930,  249. 

(b)  Out  patient  treatment  for  ear  diseases  go  to  the  same  insti- 
tutions. Charges — consultation,  10/-;  treatment  up  to  one  j ear,  ^1. 

(c)  In-patient  treatment  for  certain  types  of  eye  disease  can  be 
sent  to  the  Eye  Infirmary.  Charges — 1/-  a day.  Number  in  1930,  8. 

About  eight  beds  are  constantly  occupied  by  crippled  Bath  children 
at  the  Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopsedic  Hospital.  Each  patient 
costs  7s.  6d.  a day.  The  Council  is  officially  represented  on  the  Hospital 
Board. 


The  weekly  After-Care  Clinic  for  cripple  children  is  held  at  the 
Royal  United  Hospital  and  provision  is  made  at  the  same  institution  for 
such  massage  and  remedial  exercises  as  may  be  necessary.  In  return, 
the  Hospital  is  paid  an  annual  sum  of  ;Cl50, 

The  City  orthopa;dic  scheme  is  considered  at  length  in  my  separ- 
ate report  as  School  Medical  Officer  (pages  19-24  and  44). 

Tuberculous  patients  requiring  institutional  care  are  sent  to  (a) 
Winsley  Sanatorium  where  the  City  owns  14  beds  (seepage  43)  ; (b)  the 
Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaxlic  Hospital  (using  some  of  the 
beds  mentioned  above),  or  (c)  other  institutions  recognised  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  lor  the  purpose. 
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Except  for  about  eight  women  and  girls  over  16  at  the  Bath 
Preventive  Mission’s  House  of  Help,  no  mental  patients  are  maintained 
at  voluntary  institutions  in  the  City. 

Under  certain  conditions  the  Council  will  pay  for  the  maintenance 
of  cancer  patients  in  institutions.  See  page  46. 

All  the  arrangements  described  are  subject  to  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  Council  (except  for  mental  patients). 

Hospital  services  form  an  essential  factor  in  safeguarding  the 
public  health  and  as  they  are  very  expensive,  it  is  important  not  only 
that  they  should  be  efficient,  but  that  they  should  be  carried  on  as  econ- 
omically and  with  as  little  overlapping  as  possible.  In  considering  the 
needs  of  the  community  as  a whole,  therefore,  municipal  and  voluntary 
hospitals  should  be  grouped  together.  Looked  at  in  this  way.  I think  it 
may  be  said  that  subject  to  the  comments  which  follow,  the  accommoda- 
tion available  in  Bath  is  reasonably  adequate. 

The  new  Isolation  Hospital  will  enable  us  to  deal  satisfactorily 
with  a much  greater  variety  of  infectious  diseases  than  has  hitherto 
been  possible. 

The  problem  of  providing  adequate  accommodation  for  maternity 
cases  has  become  increasingly  important  during  recent  years  as  a result 
of  the  efforts  being  made  to  reduce  the  regrettably  high  maternal  mortality 
in  the  country.  The  maternity  ward  to  be  built  at  the  new  Royal  United 
Hospital  is  likely  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  own  City  in  a very  satis- 
factory manner. 

There  is  unfortunately  far  too  long  a waiting  list  at  the  Royal 
United  Hospital,  but  one  object  of  the  increased  number  of  beds  in  the 
new  building  is  to  remove  this  difficulty. 

Frome  Road  Infirmary  (Poor  Law)  presents  a problem  which  it 
will  not  be  easy  to  solve.  Every  one  agrees  that  work  of  the  highest 
value  is  carried  out  at  the  institution.  It  must  be  recognised,  however, 
that  the  buildings  and  wards  are  in  many  respects  unsuitable  for  their 
purpose  when  judged  by  modern  standards  — neither  could  any  reasonable 
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expenditure  make  them  suitable.  It  seems  probable,  too,  that  the  ad  van- 
tages of  changing  the  institution  into  a municipal  hospital,  as  distinct  from 
a jroor  law  institution,  may  not  be  available  owing  to  the  close  structural 
association  between  the  various  buildings  which  go  to  form  Frome  Road 
House.  In  spite  of  the  difficulties,  however,  Frome  Road  Institution  must 
be  looked  upon  in  relation  to  the  general  hospital  accommodation  available 
in  the  City  and  careful  consideration  given  to  the  part  it  may  be  made  to 
take  in  a co-ordinated  system  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  as  a whole. 
A special  joint  committee  has  been  formed  to  go  into  the  matter,  but  no 
other  action  in  this  direction  was  taken  during  1930. 


0.  Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes. 

On  Register  at  beginning  of  19.30... 
Applications  during  1930 

Number  registered  do.... 
Cancelled  through  closure  of  Home 
Appeals 

Applications  for  exemption 
Registered  at  end  of  19.30 


Nursing  Maternity  Combined 

Homes  Homes  Nursing  & 

only.  only.  Maternity. 

6 5 


1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

7 


2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 


6 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

7 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  therefore,  there  were  20  Homes  registered 
under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927,  0 taking  maternit}^ 
cases  only,  7 non-maternity  cases,  and  7 both  kinds.  No  application 
has  been  refused,  although  in  one  case  the  request  for  registration  as 
both  a maternity  and  a non-maternity  home  was  not  granted  in  respect 
of  maternity  work. 

Every  Home  has  been  visited,  usually  more  than  once,  by  one 
of  the  medical  officers.  We  have  always  found  the  owners  walling  to 
carry  out  any  suggestions  we  wished  to  make  and  we  are  satisfied  that 
all  the  Homes  are  being  conducted  in  a proper  manner. 

Bye-laws,  other  than  those  made  under  the  Bath  Corporation 
;\ct,  have  not  yet  been  drawai  u]u 
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10.  Maternal  Mortality.  Sec  pages  ;}r>  and  7. 

11.  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate 

Infants  and  Homeless  Children  was  available  through 
the  Bath  Vigilance  and  Rescue  Association  at  12,  Walcot  Parade,  and 
the  Salvation  Army  Home  for  Women  and  Girls  at  3,  Abbey  Street. 

12.  Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

(a)  Bathwick  Old  Rectory.  This  is  a Hostel  to 
provide  a modified  form  of  care  for  specially  selected  mentally  defective 
women  and  girls  over  16  who  have  been  in  other  institutions.  It  is 
intended  to  enable  them  to  undertake  paid  work  outside  the  institution 
and  to  become  partly  independent  under  protected  conditions,  but  in 
less  restricted  surroundings  than  are  necessary  in  an  ordinary  certified 
institution.  The  Hostel  is  officially  recognised  by  the  Board  of  Control. 
The  house  was  presented  by  a generous  donor  and  equipped  by  the 
Council.  It  was  formally  opened  on  May  27th,  1930,  but  had  actually 
been  in  use  since  the  beginning  of  the  year.  More  than  half  the  inmates 
are  sent  and  maintained  by  outside  authorities. 

(b)  The  House  of  Help  at  112,  Walcot  Street  belongs 
to  the  Bath  Preventive  Mission.  It  is  a recognised  residential  institu- 
tion for  66  women  and  girls  who  are  high  grade  mental  defectives. 
About  eight  of  the  inmates  are  Bath  cases  maintained  by  the  City 
Council. 

13.  Ambulance  Facilities.  (a)  Infectious  cases.  Two  horse 

ambulances  are  owned  by  the  City 
for  use  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases.  They  are  to  be  replaced  by  a 
motor  ambulance  in  1931.  (b)  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 

The  City  Council  has  two  ambulances  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Association  one,  available  for  ordinary  cases  at  reasonable  charges. 


H.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Days  and  Times  oe  Attendance. 


See 

also 

Monday 

T uesday 

We’n'day 

Th  ursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Infant  Welfare 

page 

Centres  : — 

49 

2.30—4 

2.30  4 

*Blue  Coat  House 

2.30-4 

Walcot 

n 

Oldfield  Park  ... 

n 

2.30—4 

Southdown 

» 1 

t 9'30- 

11,15 

Ante-Natal  Clinics : 

44  Rivers  Street 

47 

2.30—4 

*Blue  Coat  House 

»1 

10  — 12 

*Maternity&  Child  Welfare 
Dental  Clinic  ... 

50 

10-12 

Tuberculosis — 

10—5 

2.30—8 

Dispensary... 

43 

Artificial  Sunlight 
Treatment 

44 

By  appe 

jintment 

Venereal  Diseases 

Clinic — Men 

45 

5—6.30 

5 - 6.30 

Women 

J i 

5-6.30 

School  Clinics — 

‘Inspection 

2—4,30 

2—4.30 

10.30 

2—4.30 

2-4.30 

10—12 

*Eye  ... 

10.30 

‘Dental 

10—5 

10-5 

10—5 

10—5 

10—5 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  : 

‘Blue  Coat  House 
Royal  United  Hospital 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

IS 

9 30 

9 30 

9.30 

9.30 

2.30 

9 30 

9.30 

Hospital 

9.30 

‘Minor  Ailments  Clinics 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

2—4,30 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

9.30  -11 

Orthopaedic  : — 

Royal  United  Hospital 

2 30-4 

After-Care  Clinic 

18 

Massage 


Daily  by  appointment. 


* Tliese  Clinics  are  held  at  Dine  Coat  House, 
i 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  in  each  month 
There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  Hath, 
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l-‘>.  Local  Government  Act,  1929.  Section  5(1)  of  this  Act  states 

that  “ a council  in  preparing 
an  administration  scheme  sliall  have  regard  to  the  desirability  (jf 
securing  that  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit  all  assistance  which 
can  lawfully  be  provided  otherwise  than  by  way  of  poor  law  relief  shall  be 
so  provided.”  To  illustrate  the  effect  of  this  by  particular  examples, 
one  may  say  that  if  a poor  person  is  suffering  from  tuberculosis  or  is  a 
mental  defective,  he  should  receive  any  necessary  treatment  through 
the  Health  or  Mental  Deficiency  Committees  as  a sick  person  rather 
than  under  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  as  a poor  person.  In  other 
words,  physical  disability  is  to  take  precedence  of  poverty  in  meeting 
his  needs  through  the  public  services. 

In  the  Administrative  Scheme  prepared  by  the  City  Council 
(Council  Minutes,  1929,  page  560  and  amended  on  page  600)  this 
principle  has  been  accepted  as  far  as  the  following  services  are 
concerned  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  1918  : 

The  provision  of  a midwifery  service. 

The  provision  of  nursing  in  the  home  for  expectant 
mothers  and  women  suffering  from  puerperal  fever,  and  for  children 
suffering  from  measles,  whooping  cough,  epidemic  diarrhoea,  polio- 
myelitis, ophthalmia  neonatorum,  or  any  other  disease  the  nursing  of 
which  is  included  in  arrangements  made  by  the  Council  under  the  Act. 

The  provision  of  milk  or  other  food  for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  children  medically  certified  to  need  additional  nourish- 
ment. 

(b)  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920  : 

The  provision  of  domiciliary  assistance  to  blind  persons. 

(c)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  : 

The  Education  of  Children. 

It  is  intended  to  revise  the  Scheme  at  a later  date  in  the  light 
of  further  experience  and  it  may  then  .seem  desirable  to  exclude  from 
poor  law  procedure  tuberculosis,  mental  deficiency,  the  residential  care 
of  children,  or  other  matters  coming  within  the  scope  of  Section  V. 
of  the  Act, 
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No  Poor  Law  Institutions  have  been  appropriated  ffjr  other 
purposes  under  tlie  Act. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council,  or  was  recjuired,  during 
l‘J3U  in  connection  with  Section  13.  This  section  requires  the  Council 
when  making  provision  for  hospital  accommodation  in  discharge  of  the 
functions  transferred  to  them  under  the  Act  to  consult  representatives 
of  the  governing  bodies  and  staffs  of  voluntary  hospitals.  Certain 
suggestions  made  by  a Committee  of  the  staffs  of  the  voluntary 
hospitals,  however,  are  to  receive  consideration  during  1931. 

Amongst  other  matters  dealt  with  by  the  Act  is  the  co-ordination 
of  the  public  medical  services.  Further,  it  is  intended  that  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  shall  be  “ the  chief  medical  adviser  of  the  Authority 
and  its  various  Committees  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  co-ordination 
and  general  medical  administration  of  the  public  health  services 
(including  all  transferred  medical  services  under  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1929)  provided  by  the  Authority  under  whatever  Committee  they 
may  be  administered.”  (Circular  1095,  March  1930,  page  6.  See  also 
the  Public  Assistance  Order,  1930,  Section  165).  No  material  changes 
in  this  direction  have  yet  taken  place  in  Bath,  but  a special  Committee 
of  the  Council  is  considering  the  questions  involved. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  No  important  new  work  was  commenced  during  1930,  but 
preparations  were  continued  for  a considerable  extension  of  the 
Council’s  area  of  supply  on  the  south  side  of  the  City  in  1931. 

It  is  generally  recognised  that  larger  quantities  of  water  must  be 
provided  in  the  future  if  undesirable  restrictions  are  to  be  avoided  in 
times  of  severe  drought.  Although  various  schemes  have  been  given 
careful  and  prolonged  consideration  by  the  Committee,  a final  decision 
has  not  yet  been  reached.  In  any  case,  it  is  intended  to  make  assurance 
doubly  sure  as  far  as  quality  is  concerned  by  extending  to  the  whole 
supply  the  process  of  sterilisation  which  has  already  proved  so  satisfac- 
tory in  certain  districts.  Sterilisation  by  modern  methods  is  effective, 
simple,  cheap,  entirely  harmless,  and  leads  to  no  alteration  in  taste.  It 
floes  not,  as  is  sometimes  suggested,  imply  an  unwarrantable  distrust  of 
the  other  processes.  On  the  contrary,  with  a gathering  ground  as  large  as 
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our  own  and  of  a kind  which  makes  it  impossible  absolutely  to  exclude 
chance  contamination,  it  is  a jirecaution  strongly  to  be  recommended. 
One  may  indeed  express  the  matter  as  a paiadox  and  suggest  that  unless 
deep  wells  only  are  used,  the  purer  the  supply  the  greater  the  need  for 
sterilisation.  Two  reasons  may  be  given  for  this.  If  pathogenic  bacilli 
get  into  a water  with  a high  content  of  harmless  organisms,  they  are 
much  more  quickly  overwhelmed  and  destroyed  than  they  would  be  in  a 
sterile  water;  and  a population  accustomed  to  a very  pure  supply  has 
little  opportunity  of  developing  a protective  immunity  to  accidental 
contamination. 

Monthly  analyses  of  each  of  the  five  main  sources  of  supply  are 
usually  taken  by  the  Waterworks  Engineer,  who  has  kindly  kept  me 
informed  of  the  results.  The  Bacillus  Coli,  though  absent  in  nearly  half 
the  33  samples  from  unsterilised  sources,  was  occasionally  present  to  an 
extent  which  was  undesirable.  In  the  21  samples  from  the  two  sterilised 
supplies  not  a single  coliform  organism  was  found.  There  is,  however, 
reason  to  hope  that  when  the  Committee  has  completed  schemes  already 
in  hand  we  shall  be  able  to  say  of  all  Bath  water  “no  coli  in  100  c.c.” 
This  w’ill  be  an  asset  of  great  value  to  the  City  and  will  give  us  in  the 
Health  Department  a freedom  from  anxiety  to  be  obtained  in  no  other 
way. 


Detailed  analyses  of  Bath  water  have  been  printed  in  previous 
Reports  {e.g.,  1929,  page  17).  It  will  be  sufficient  here  to  say  that 
expressed  in  parts  per  100,000  the  total  dissolved  solids  are  about  32, 
the  earthy  carbonates  about  18,  and  the  hardness  about  22.  Nitrites 
and  poisonous  metals  are  absent. 

A few  houses  within  the  City  boundaries,  chiefly  on  Odd  Down, 
still  have  private  supplies,  but  the  number  is  probably  less  than  one  per 
cent,  and  gets  smaller  each  year.  These  supplies  are  kept  under  caieful 
observation. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  The  general  position  in  regard  to  the  river  Avon 

was  discussed  last  year  (page  18)  in  connection 
with  the  Ministry’s  Circular  922.  No  further  steps  have  been  taken  to 
form  a Joint  Committee  for  the  Avon  and  it  seems  likely  that  the  plans 


originally  suggested  will  need  to  be  modified  by  action  under  the  Land 
Drainage  Act  of  1930. 

In  two  or  three  instances  we  have  had  to  deal  with  the  dis- 
charge of  small  amounts  of  sewage  into  brooks.  Otherwise  no  nuisances 
likely  to  affect  health  have  arisen  within  the  City. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Scavenging.  No  material  alteraiicns  were 

made  in  the  arrangements 
during  the  year.  As  far  as  the  removal  of  house  refuse  is  concerned,  there 
is  room  for  improvement  in  regard  to  the  type  of  vehicle  used,  the  recep- 
tacles to  be  found  in  many  houses,  and  in  other  w’ays.  The  Survejdng 
Co  mmittee  is  aware  of  the  position,  however,  and  is  considering  the  best 
methods  of  dealing  with  the  difficulties  involved. 

Closet  Accommodation.  An  adequate  sytem  of  water  closets  is  in  use 

in  nearly  the  whole  area.  Only  in  out-lying 
districts  are  there  a few  cesspools  and  earth  closets-  During  1930  no 
conversions  took  place,  but  the  Inspectors  were  instrumental  in  having  30 
new  water  closets  constructed  and  59  old  ones  replaced  by  more  modern 
types. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  Full  details  may  be  found  in  the 

Chief  Inspector's  Report  on  pages 
53  to  60  and  no  further  reference  is  needed  here. 

Smoke  Abatement.  See  page  58. 

Premises  and  Occupations  controlled  by  Bye-Laws 
and  Regulations. 

(a)  Offensive  Trades.  In  addition  to  one  Gut  Scraper  and  one  Tiipe 
Boiler,  there  are  several  Fried  Fish  shops.  The  premises  in  each  case 
are  kept  under  careful  observation  and  no  nuisances  are  caused. 

(b)  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings.  At  the  present  time  there  are  compara- 
tively few  of  these  coming  within  the  rent  limits  laid  down  in  the  Bye- 
Laws.  Such  action  as  may  be  necessary  is  taken  as  occasion  arises. 

(c)  Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  four  of  these  registered  in  the 
City,  all  in  Avon  Street.  They  are  chiefly  used  by  hawkers,  casuals  and 
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so  forth,  anJ  comply  with  the  Bye-Laws.  Frecjiient  inspections  are 
made.  See  page  58. 

(d)  Underground  Sleeping  Rooms.  Comparatively  few  of  these  exist.  It 
is  not  considered  necessary  to  ask  for  regulations  under  the  Housing  Act, 
since  sufficient  powers  are  available  for  our  purpose  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts.  See  page  57. 

(e)  Tents,  Sheds,  Vans,  and  Similar  Structures.  Bye-Laws  have  been 
made,  but  it  is  only  on  rare  occasions  that  they  are  needed.  It  is  of  great 
importance,  however  to  have  the  powers  which  they  confer.  See  page  57. 

Disposal  of  the  Dead.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  Crematorium 

at  Arno’s  Vale,  Bristol,  cremation  has  become 
easily  available  for  Bath  people.  Cremation  need  not  be  more  costly 
and  may  cost  less  than  ordinary  earth  burial.  There  are  no  special 
difficulties  and  every  undertaker  can  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 
Further  information  on  the  matter  will  be  readily  given  on  application 
at  the  Health  Office  if  desired. 

Rag  Flock  Acts.  No  samples  were  taken  under  these  Acts  for  the 

purpose  of  analytical  examination.  The  result  of 
enquiries  and  inspections  made  during  the  year  show  that  the  rag  flock 
used  by  local  upholsterers,  and  others,  is  purchased  from  manufacturers 
who  guarantee  that  the  article  supplied  conforms  to  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  prescribed  by  the  Regulations  made  under  the  Acts. 

Schools.  Matters  of  interest  in  connection  with  Schools  are  referred 
to  in  my  Report  to  the  Education  Authority.  The  fact  that 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Officer  enables  a 
very  close  co-operation  between  the  Health  and  School  Medical  Depart- 
ments to  be  secured.  This  has  been  even  more  effective  since  both 
Departments  were  housed  under  the  same  roof  at  Blue  Coat  House. 

Health  Education.  The  free  distribution  of  2,000  copies  a month  of 

“ Better  Health  ” was  continued  througliout  the 
year.  Tliere  is  ample  evidence  that  the  journal  is  much  appreciated 
by  many  of  those  who  receive  it. 
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The  hallowing  is  a list  of  lectures  and  addresses  given  or  arranged 
during  the  winter  session  1930-1931  by  those  connected  with  the 
Council’s  Health  Services  ; — 


Subject. 

Audience. 

Speaker . 

Health  Services 

League  of  Young  Liberals 

Dr.  Blackett 

Parents’  Conference 

St.  Stephen’s  Parents’ 

Association 

Dr.  Helen  Dixon 

Child  Guidance 

Walcot  Council  do.  do. 

Dr.  R.  G.  Gordon 

Maternity  Services 

Infant  Welfare  Assn 

Dr.  Blackett 

Birth  Control.... 

National  Council  of 

The  Local  Government 

Women 

Dr.  Blackett 

Act,  1929. 

College  of  Nursing 

The  Town  Clerk 

How  to  Keep  Fit 

Weymouth  House  Girls 

Miss  Greenall 

Housing 

Soroptomists  .... 

Dr.  Blackett 

Health  Services 

Wesley  Guild  .... 

Dr.  Blackett 

Your  Children’s  Teeth.... 

South  Twerton  Parents’ 

Association.... 

Mr.  Griffiths 

Ditto. 

St.  Stephen’s  ditto 

Mr.  Griffiths 

Rules  and  Regulations.*.. 

Midwives’  Association  .... 

Dr.  Blackett 

Sanitary  Inspection 

Soroptimists 

Mr.  Craven 

Food  Supply 

Trades  & Labour  Council 

HOUSING. 

Mr.  Craven 

(a)  HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1930  : — 

{a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  [b)  )■■■■  87 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ■■■•  — 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ••••  — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  ••••  •■■■  87 

{b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Aulhoiily: 

(a)  I'or  the  purpose  of  Bart  11.  of  the  Act 

of  1925  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 
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(b)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  III.  of  the  Act 
of  1925  .... 

(c)  For  other  purposes 
(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ... 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses.  Inspection  : — 

(l)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  lor  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ....  2912 

Number  of  inspections  made  . .■  . ..  . ..  7270 

2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations, 

1925  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  139 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  . ..  ....  154 


(3)  Number  of  d welling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  . ..  ...  . ..  ....  18 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading),  found 
not  to  be  in  ail  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  452 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  Defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ....  ....  . ..  121 

(The  figure  refers  only  to  houses  where  extensive  repairs  were  carried  out) 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  1930. 

B Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 


351 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  by  Owners  ••••  351 

(h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925:— 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders-  --  ----  ----  ----  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ----  ----  ----  ----  15 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 

been  rendered  fit  -•--  ----  ----  ----  5 

(4)  Number  of  dw'elling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo- 
lition Orders  were  made  ----  ----  ----  ----  3 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ----  ----  ----  ----  2 

(G)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  without 

Demolition  Orders  ----  ----  ---■  ----  2 

Total  number  of  working-class  houses  owned  bv  the  Local 

Authority  ---  ----  ----  • ■ ----  775 

8 of  these  only  were  erected  during  1929  and  1930 — 
none  under  the  Housing  Act,  \9?^. 


(b)  HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

vMthough  the  large  majority  of  Bath  houses  are  well  built  and 
satisfactory,  there  are  enough  others  to  constitute  a serious  and  urgent 
problem.  One  of  our  chief  difficulties  arises  from  the  existence  of  many 
old  and  thoroughly  worn  out  houses  which  cannot  be  brought  up  to 
modern  standards  without  virtual  reconstruction.  Though  families  are 
often  crowded  into  a house  and  houses  in  an  area  in  a very  undesirable 
manner,  gross  overcrowding  of  single  rooms  is  relatively  uncommon.  In 


31 


a few  instances  definite  groups  of  houses  can  be  separated  from  surround- 
ing areas,  hut  much  more  often,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  dwellings 
are  inextricably  mixed  with  business  premises  and  other  buiklings  in  a 
way  which  greatly  hampers  effective  action.  Gradually,  however, 
improvements  are  taking  place  and  there  seems  reason  to  hope  that  when 
schemes  already  in  hand  or  under  active  consideration  are  completed, 
many  of  our  worst  evils  will  have  been  swept  away.  The  work  being 
carried  out  by  the  City  Improvement  Committee,  added  to  the  five  year 
programme  adopted  by  the  Council  at  the  end  of  1930,  would  provide  for 
slum  clearance  on  a scale  which  has  not  previously  been  practicable. 
Hitherto,  although  large  numbers  of  new  Council  houses  have  been 
erected,  inability  to  provide  suitable  alternative  accommodation  has 
prevented  the  demolition  of  unhealthy  areas,  but  more  favourable  condit- 
ions seem  within  reach  during  the  next  few  years.  The  programme 
referred  to  includes  the  following  extracts  from  the  City  Engineer’s 
Report  to  the  Housing  Committee.  (See  also  Council  Minutes,  1930, 
pages  869-871). 

A.  Estimated  production  of  houses  by  the  Local  Authority 

during  the  next  five  years  ..  610 

B.  Estimated  production  of  new  houses  of  working  class  type 


by  private  enterprise  during  the  next  five  years : — 

(i)  with  subsidy  under  the  Act  of  1924  ...  ....  50 

(ii)  under  arrangements  made  under  Section  29  of  the 

Act  of  1930  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  50 

(iii)  otherwise  ....  . ..  ....  ....  ....  40 

Total  ....  750 

C.  Estimated  number  of  new  houses  to  be  allocated  by  the 

Local  Authority  during  the  next  five  years  to  the  purposes 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  {i.e.,  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
E and  E)  . ..  ...  ....  . ..  ....  ....  450 

D.  Estimated  number  of  new  houses  to  be  allocated  by  the 

Local  Authority  during  the  next  five  years  to  the  purposes 
of  the  Act  of  1924  (f.e.,  new  housing).  ..  ...  . ..  160 


Total 


610 
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E.  Estimated  number  of  houses  to  be  demolished  during  the 
next  five  years  : — 

(i)  in  clearance  areas  250 

(ii)  in  improvement  areas  •••• 

(a)  for  opening  the  area  ••  • • ••  ■•••  — 

(b)  as  unfit  houses  ••••  ■ ■•••  100 

(iii)  individual  houses  outside  clearance  and  improvement 

areas  ■ ■ 100 

Total  . • 450 


F.  Estimated  number  of  persons  to  be  displaced  during  the  next 
five  years  : — 


(i)  by  any  of  the  processes  mentioned  in  E . ■■■  • 2050 

(ii)  to  abate  overcrowding  in  improvement  areas  50 

Total  ....  2100 

G.  Estimated  number  of  houses  to  be  repaired  under  Part  II. 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  during  the  next  five  years  . ..  100 


The  following  notes  are  explanatory  of  the  above  figures  : — 

The  Council  have  authorised  the  building  of  360  houses  at  Odd 
Down.  It  is  proposed  to  allocate  200  of  these  towards  the  alternative 
accommodation  required  in  section  E,  leaving  250  additional  houses  to 
be  provided  in  various  places  at  the  discretion  of  the  Council.  This 
360  plus  250  equals  the  610  mentioned  in  section  A. 

The  figures  in  section  B are  purely  hypothetical. 

It  is  hoped  next  year  to  indicate  in  more  detail  the  schemes  and 
methods  by  which  this  programme  is  to  be  accomplished. 


The  information  given  below  supplements  what  has  been  said,  in 
order  to  cover  specific  points  mentioned  in  the  Ministry’s  Circular. 

There  is  a definite  shortage  of  houses  available  at  reasonable 
rents  and  this  is  likely  to  bn  accentuated  when  demolition  of  slum  areas 
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is  commenced.  Some  adjustment  of  tlie  rents  of  new  Council  houses  in 
accordance  witli  llie  iirovisions  of  the  1930  llousiufjf  Act  will  certainly 
be  necessary.  This  factor,  however,  though  present,  has  not  so  far  been 
the  source  of  our  greatest  difficulties. 

There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  important  changes  in  the 
population  of  the  City  will  take  place  in  the  future.  For  many  years 
the  population  has  varied  only  within  narrow  limits. 

No  special  difficulties  have  arisen  in  providing  suitable  sites  for 
new  houses. 

Overcrowding — see  above,  page  30  and  also  page  57. 

Practically  all  houses  in  Bath  have  an  adequate  internal  water 
supply  of  their  own  and  a similar  remark  applies  to  water  closets  and 
other  sanitary  accommodation. 

Unhealthy  Areas.  Official  representations  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  are  under  consideration  in  regard  to  the  Dolemeads  and  the 
Wood  Street  (Lower  Bristol  Road)  areas.  It  is  hoped  that  active  steps 
in  regard  to  the  former  will  be  taken  during  1931  and  in  the  latter 
without  undue  delay. 

Bye-laws — see  page  15. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

An  analysis  of  notifications  received  and  cases  removed  to 
Hospital  during  1930  in  relatio.:  to  the  age  and  sex  of  the  patients 
is  given  on  page  71.  On  page  7,  notifications,  attack-rates,  deaths  and 
death-rates,  of  the  principal  diseases  are  summarised  and  the  figures 
compared  with  similar  ones  for  previous  years.  Further  details  in  regard 
to  particular  diseases  are  given  below. 

Diphtheria.  Although  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifica- 
tions, no  serious  outbreak  occurred  and  only  one  patient 
died.  In  a large  majority  of  cases  the  attack  was  very  mild. 

Antitoxin  is  always  available  at  the  Health  Office  for  use  by 
private  practitioners  and  is  supplied  free  of  charge  in  suitable  cases. 
162,000  units  in  all  were  distributed  in  1930.  Apart  from  this,  it  is  of 
course  freely  used  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  where  the  dose  given  usually 
varies  from  8,000  in  a mild  case  to  20,000  or  more  in  a severe  one.  We 
have  not  undertaken  Schick  testing  or  immunisation. 

I am  well  aware  that  many  fallacies  may  be  associated  with  the 
examination  of  throat  and  nose  swabs  for  Klebs-Loeffler  Bacilli.  At 
the  same  time,  in  the  absence  of  any  more  suitable  criterion  of  infectivit}', 
we  continue  to  attach  considerable  importance  to  the  guidance  it  gives 
and  to  use  it  freely.  Although  we  can  scarcely  hope  to  escape  severe 
outbreaks  of  diphtheria  in  the  future,  we  hope  that  our  careful  following 
up  of  every  positive  swab  result  is  at  least  one  factor  in  our  relative 
immunity  from  serious  epidemics  during  recent  years. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  well  below  the 
average  and  most  of  them  were  relatively  mild.  Only 
one  patient  died.  No  relation  between  scarlet  fever  and  puerperal  fever 
was  observed.  We  had  no  experience  of  the  Dick  test  or  of  immunising 
injections  during  1939.  Serum  is  available  but  has  so  far  been  reserved 
for  severe  cases. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.  Two  cases  were  notified,  but  in  neither 

was  it  likely  that  the  disease  was  con- 
tracted in  Bath.  Both  recovered  The  death  in  March,  1930,  of  one 
patient  who  had  been  notified  in  the  previous  year  as  suffering  from 
para-typhoid  was  attributed  to  that  disease. 
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Sinall-pox.  No  cases  were  notified. 

Vaccination.  No  vaccinations  were  performed  hy  ilie  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox)  Regula- 
tions of  1917.  On  April  1st  the  powers  and  duties  previously  exercised 
by  the  Guardians  were  transferred  to  the  Health  Committee.  For  the 
present,  however,  no  change  in  procedure  was  considered  necessary  and 
the  three  public  vaccinators  continue  their  work  on  the  same  conditions 
except  that  the  terminable  agreements  are  now  made  with  the  Council 
instead  of  with  the  Guardians. 

Influenza.  The  number  of  deaths  was  13.  This  is  much  below  the 
average  of  recent  years. 

Pneumonia.  47  cases  were  notified,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  found 
possible  to  follow  up  notification  by  effective  action  in 

this  disease. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatofum.  Eleven  cases  were  notified.  All  but 

one  made  a complete  recovery.  The 
exception  was  a child  born  at  Frome  Road  House  and  subsequently 
transferred,  first  to  the  Royal  United  Hospital  and  then  to  the  Eye 
Infirmary.  It  was  ultimately  found  necessary  to  remove  one  eye,  but  the 
sight  in  the  other  fortunately  remained  unimpaired. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Nineteen  cases  were 

notified  under  the  1926 

Regulations — 15  as  pyrexia  and  4 as  fever.  Last  year  the  number  was 
20.  One  patient  died — a debilitated  woman  living  in  very  poor  circum- 
stances, whose  lowered  vitality  was  unequal  to  the  strain  of  a complicated 
labour.  She  had  refused  to  attend  the  ante-natal  clinic.  This  is  the 
second  death  in  over  4,000  consecutive  births,  so  that  our  mortality  from 
puerperal  sepsis  is  far  below  that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

Maternal  Mortality.  The  patient  referred  to  in  the  preceding 

paragraph  was  the  only  one  whose  death  was 
attributed  to  conditions  associated  wUh  childbirth. 


No  cases  of  malaria,  dysentery,  ccrebro-spinal  fever,  encephalitis 
lethargica,  poliomyelitis,  psittacosis,  or  anthrax,  were  known  to  have 
occurred. 
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Disinfection  of  rooms  occupied  by  piitients  suffering  from  scarlet  fever 
and  diphtheria  is  carried  out  as  soon  as  the  patient  is 
remove.I  to  Hospital,  or  is  stated  by  the  doctor  to  have  recovered.  Such 
a procedure  has  been  discontinued  in  some  areas  on  the  ground,  I 
suppose,  that  in  diseases  of  this  type  infection  takes  place  from  person 
to  person  and  not  through  rooms  and  articles,  and  that  if  the  danger 
does  exist,  then  merely  to  spray  the  contents  of  the  room  is  likely  to  be 
useless.  Although  these  contentions  probably  have  much  truth  in  them, 
we  do  not  know  that  they  have,  and  in  any  case  there  are  other  good 
reasons  for  retaining  the  long  established  and  more  usual  routine.  Even 
if  a strong  disinfectant  like  formalin  vapour  is  insufficient  by  itself, 
the  practice  of  using  it  unquestionably  enables  us  to  get  a much  more 
thorough  and  effective  washing  down  and  cleansing  of  the  rooms  carried 
out  and  this  is  certainly  very  desirable  after  infectious  disease.  One 
must  admit  that  in  order  to  obtain  the  good  will  of  the  public  for 
measures  felt  to  be  essential  in  some  cases,  we  have  in  others  to  accede 
to  requests  which,  though  harmless,  are  really  quite  unnecessary. 
Pending  more  complete  knowledge,  however,  it  is  better  to  err  on 
the  side  of  safety. 


Facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  persons  and  disinfection  of  clothing 
infested  with  vermin  are  provided  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the 
Destructor  Works,  but  were  scarcely  needed  for  this  particular  purpose 
during  1930. 

Routine  disinfection  is  also  undertaken  in  connection  with  tuber- 
culosis. 


Notification.  The  following  is  a 

List  of  Disf.ases  Notiflvp.le  in  Bath. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup. 

Typhoid  (Enteric  and  Para- 
Typhoid  Fever). 
Puerperal  Fever. 

Puerperal  Pyre.xia. 
Frysiiielas. 

Sniall-i)Ox. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Plague. 

Cholera. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  I'ever. 

Malaria. 

1 lysentery. 
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Ophtlialmia  Neonatorum.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia.  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

.\cute  Influenzal  Pneumonia.  Acute  Encephalitis  Lelhargica. 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis. 

For  Hospital  procedure  and  administration  see  page  38. 

For  Tuberculosis,  Venereal  Diseases,  and  Cancer,  see  pages  41  to  47. 
For  Rat  infestation  see  page  67. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified,  Admittances  to 
Hospital,  and  Deaths  during  the  Year  1930. 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

51 

49=.= 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

103 

79 

1 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

33 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

47 

— 

13 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

15 

— 

— 

Continued  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

* including  four  “ carriers.” 


An  analysis  of  cases  under  age  groups  will  be  found  on  page  71, 
and  for  deaths  on  page  7. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  City  undertakes  the  following  pathological  e.xaminations 
free  of  charge  for  private  practitioners  : (a)  Throat  and  Nose  Swabs  ; 
(6)  blood  and  other  material  in  suspected  Typhoid  ; (c)  sputum  for 
Tubercle  Bacillus;  {d)  blood  specimens  and  slides  in  suspected  Venereal 
Disease;  (e)  for  certain  other  conditions,  including  puerperal  pyrexia. 

A considerable  number  of  investigations  are  made  in  connection 
with  the  Statutory  Hospital  and  the  School  Clinics. 
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Pathological  Examinations.  Tlie  following  table  indicates  the 

nature  and  extent  of  the  examina- 
tions made  during  1930  and  also  the  places  where  they  were  under- 
taken : — 


Examinations 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

b 

Diphtheria  Bacillus 

74 

...  796 

...  870 

b 

do.  Virulence 

1 

— 

1 

ab 

Gonococcus 

51 

50 

...  101 

b 

Spirochetes 

— 

— 

— 

a 

Wassermann  Reaction 

99 

b 

Typhoid  Group  ■■■• 

— 

8 

8 

c 

Tubercle  Bacillus-..- 

d 

Ringworm  Fungus 

b 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

b 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

11 

b 

Analysis  of  Urine 

1 

a Bristol  University  Pathological  L'cparlmcnt. 

b Bath  Central  Laboratory.  c Somerset  County  Laboratory. 

d School  Clinic. 

* Exact  numbers  not  available-  In  the  case  of  tubercle,  sputum  from 
all  new  cases  at  the  dispensary  is  examined  as  far  as  possible,  and 
68  examinations  were  made  at  the  request  of  private  practitioners. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Statutory  Isolation  Hospital  is  on  Claverton  Down  about  a 
mile  from  the  Combe  Down  tram  terminus.  The  grounds  are  eight 
acres  in  extent  and  the  site  was  first  used  for  its  present  purpose  in 
187(5.  Until  the  middle  of  1930  it  consisted  of  three  large  wooden 
blocks  for  patients,  an  administration  block,  a small  discharging  block, 
a laundry,  and  a cottage,  h'or  several  years  it  has  been  the  intention 
of  the  Council  to  rebuild  (he  Hos])ital  on  modern  lines,  but  there  were 
many  delays  in  carrying  out  this  intention.  The  work  is  to  be  done  in 
two  stages  and  was  actually  commenced  during  the  last  week  in  June, 
1930.  The  .scheme  includes  the  following  : 

Stage  I.  .AdminisI ra( ion  P>lock,  renujclelled  and  much  enlarged. 
W ard  Block  for  'I'l  beds, 
do.  10  ,, 

Boiler,  laundry,  central  heating  and  disinfecting  block. 
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Stage  2.  Ward  Block  for  22  beds. 

Cubicle  Block  for  10  beds. 

Small  additional  wing  to  Administrati(m  Block. 

Covered  ways. 

Mortuary  Block. 

.\11  the  new  buildings  are  of  stone  and  the  old  wards  are  to  be 
demolished.  It  is  hoped  that  the  whole  of  the  work  will  be  completed 
during  1932.  A more  detailed  description  of  the  new  hospital  will  be 
given  at  a later  date. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Superintendent  and 
is  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  patients. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  from  the  Bath  Rural  District  and 
occasionally  from  other  areas  are  admitted  by  arrangement. 

The  amount  of  treatment  provided  during  1930  expressed  in 
terms  of  in-patient  days  was  the  smallest  for  20  years.  One  explanation 
is  that  the  wave  of  scarlet  fever  which  reached  its  height  in  1927  has 
now  e.xhausted  itself.  This  is  not  a new  experience,  nor  is  it  to  be 
supposed  that  the  present  low  level  of  admissions  for  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria  will  continue.  The  following  table  indicates  the  use  made 


of  the  hospital  during  the  last  20  years  : — 

Number  of  Average  daily 

"pa^tient-days’ ' No.  in  Hospital 

Monthly  Average 
Maximum.  Minimum 

1911 

5653 

15‘5 

38 

8 

1912 

12013 

32‘8 

43 

24 

1913 

10811 

29'6 

51 

16 

1914 

17378 

47'6 

70 

37 

1915 

13805 

37‘8 

58 

22 

1916 

12466 

34‘1 

54 

22 

1917 

7752 

21’2 

34 

9 

1918 

5510 

15'1 

27 

8 

1919 

7482 

20'5 

44 

10 

1920 

10192 

27‘8 

45 

15 

1921 

7249 

19’9 

52 

8 

1922 

7546 

207 

52 

9 

1923 

9350 

25'6 

49 

15 

1924 

7689 

2C0 

35 

6 

. 1925 

1116! 

30'6 

56 

15 

1926 

10503 

29‘0 

45 

15 

1927 

15408 

42*2 

.59 

30 

l'08 

9438 

25 '8 

35 

14 

1929 

6445 

177 

29 

10 

1930 

5123 

14'0 

26 

9 

40 


Every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  that  the  Hospital  shall  be  as 
generally  useful  to  the  community  as  possible  and,  within  the  limits  of 
the  accommodation  available,  we  have  admitted  cases  of  infectious 
disease  other  than  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria.  With  the  new  hospital 
we  shall  be  able  to  extend  this  principle  very  considerably. 

The  practice  of  discharging  patients  suffering  from  mdd  and 
uncomplicated  attacks  of  scarlet  fever  about  the  middle  of  the  fifth  week 
has  been  continued.  I know  of  no  disadvantage  which  has  resulted  from 
this  shortening  of  the  minimum  six  weeks’  detention  which  was  once 
customary  in  every  case.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  not  attempted  to 
replace  hospital  treatment  by  nursing  and  supervision  at  home. 

Hospital  Statistics.  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1930. 


Number. 

Deaths. 

Mortality 

Cases  admitted  as : 

City. 

Rural- 

City.  Rural. 

Rate  %. 

Diphtheria 

44 

4 

1 

2-1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

80 

15 

— — 

Diphtheria  Carriers 

4 

— 

- — 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— — 

Measles 

7 

— 

— — 

Mumps 

— 

1 

— — 

Others 

— 

2 

— — 

Totals  ... 

137 

22 

— 1 

In  two  City  cases  admitted  as  diphtheria  the  diagnosis  was 
considered  to  be  wrong;  one  child  admitted  from  the  Royal  United 
Hospital  with  a mild  sore  throat  and  a positive  swab  result  died  later 
of  the  acute  endocarditis  from  which  she  had  previously  been  suffering 
and  her  death  was  not  attributed  to  diphtheria. 

In  7 of  the  95  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  the  diagnosis  was  considered 
to  be  wrong. 
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BLIND  PERSONS. 

The  Blind  Persons  Act  of  1920  is  administered  by  the  City 
Council  through  the  Health  Committee,  but  the  actual  arrangements 
are  carried  out  bv  the  Bath  Society  for  the  Blind,  upon  whose  Com- 
mitttee  there  are  five  co-opted  members  of  the  City  Council. 

The  work  of  the  Society  consists  of  investigating  applications  for 
and,  in  suitable  cases,  awarding  allowances  to  bring  income  up  to  22/6 
a week  ; teaching  the  blind,  either  at  home,  or  in  a workshop  established 
for  the  purpose;  and  generally  in  looking  after  the  welfare  of  blind 
persons.  In  connexion  with  teaching,  there  is  a whole-time  visitor  and 
a grant  of  £?S  per  annum  is  paid  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  the 
Society  towards  the  payment  of  his  salary.  The  Centre  in  Old  Orchard 
Street  was  established  in  1925.  It  provides  occupational  pastime  in 
mat  making,  basket  work,  and  chair  caning,  for  15  to  20  blind  persons 
in  the  workshop,  as  well  as  classes  and  other  social  amenities  of  various 
kinds  for  a larger  number,  It  is  realised  that  the  house  is  not  very 
suitable  for  the  purpose  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  obtain  better 
accommodation. 

There  is  no  residential  institution  in  Bath,  but  cases  may  be  sent 
away  for  training.  The  number  of  blind  persons  known  to  live  in  the 
city  is  192,  and  of  these,  157  are  over  50  years  of  age.  About  90  are 
receiving  grants,  which  vary  from  l/-  to  22/6  per  week.  The  total  cost 
of  the  Society’s  activities,  including  all  allowances,  approaches  ^2,000 
a year.  More  than  three-quarters  of  this  is  paid  by  the  Council. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Tuberculosis  is  one  of  the  major  scourges  of  mankind.  Its 
baneful  consequences  when  expressed  in  terms  of  death,  ill  health,  and 
money,  involve  so  vast  a burden  that  by  common  consent  no  means 
likely  to  be  effective  in  stamping  it  out  must  be  neglected.  So  many 
factors  are  concerned,  however,  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
have  as  complete  an  understanding  as  possible  of  the  whole  position, 
lest  we  waste  our  efforts.  We  know  certain  facts  about  the  disease. 
Its  immediate  cause  is  always  the  easily  recognised  bacillus  tuberculosis. 
It  is  a “social”  disease  in  the  sense  that  its  incidence  is  deteimined 
largely  by  environment — poverty,  bad  housing,  insufficient  or  unsuilable 
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diet,  loo  close  contact  with  those  already  affected,  and  so  forth,  are  all 
favourable  to  its  spread.  We  are  satisfied  that  the  disease  itself  is  not 
hereditary,  but  we  do  not  know  how  far  natural  immunity  is  inborn  or 
is  capable  of  being  developed  by  the  race.  Our  success  in  fighting  the 
disease  depends  on  the  intelligence  with  which  we  use  the  knowledge  at 
our  disposal.  Fortunately,  however  faulty  some  of  our  methods  may 
ultimately  seem  to  have  been,  we  are  at  least  able  to  say  that  the  death- 
rate  has  shewn  a continuous  and  gratifying  decrease  for  many  years. 
The  real  danger  perhaps  is  that  we  tend  to  lose  sight  of  fundamental 
causes  by  having  our  attention  focussed  too  much  on  treatment — a 
danger  by  no  means  confined  to  tuberculosis. 

Notifications.  79  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year — 69 
pulmonary  and  10  non-pulmonary.  This  is  slightly, 
but  not  materially,  below  the  average  for  recent  years  in  Bath,  though 
the  rate  is  definitely  below  that  for  the  country  as  a whole.  An  analysis 
according  to  age  and  sex  is  given  on  page  71. 

Of  the  79  cases  notified,  17  (16  pulmonary)  had  died  by  31st 
March,  1931,  9 within  three  months  of  notification.  34  of  them  were 
included  among  admissions  to  sanatoria  during  the  year,  30  to  Winsley 
and  4 elsewhere.  The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  of  Notifi- 
cations on  31st  December,  1930,  was  539. 

Deaths,  The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  tuberculosis  was  31  — 
28  pulmonary  and  3 non-pulmonary.  This  is  extraordinarily 
low  and  corresponds  to  a rate  very  much  smaller  than  any  previously 
recorded.  The  figures  are  analysed  on  page  72  and  comparisons  with 
other  years  made  on  page  7. 

Three  of  the  30  patients  who  died  in  the  City  (there  was  one 
“inward  transfer”)  had  not  been  notified — one  pulmonary  and  two  non- 
pulmonary.  One  of  these  had  previously  been  removed  from  the  register 
as  cured  and  not  re-notified  when  the  disease  recurred.  In  the  other 
cases  the  doctor  in  attendance  at  the  time  of  death  thought  that  previous 
notification  had  been  made.  The  ratio  of  non-notified  to  total  deaths 
was  H)%.  Oenerally  speaking,  notification  is  carried  out  satisfacloi  ily  in 
the  area  and  there  is  no  occasion  for  action  on  the  ground  of  wilful 
neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 
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The  Dispensary  at  26,  Charles  Street  is  administered  entirely  by 
the  Somerset  County  Council,  one  of  whose  Medical 
Officers  attends  every  Monday  and  Friday.  It  is  at  the  ser\ice  of  all 
City  cases,  insured  and  non-insured,  and  also  for  a few  County  patients 
living  outside  the  boundary.  The  whole  cost  is  charged  to  ihe  City, 
except  that  in  respect  of  County  cases  a pro-rata  deduction  based  on 
attendances  is  made.  Attendances  for  1930  were  as  follows  : — 


Bath  County 

Patients,  Patients. 

New  cases  ...  291  ...  76 

Return  visits  ...  1,303  ...  282 


Milk  (and  occasionally  other  food)  was  distributed  at  the  Council’s 
expense  to  42  individual  patients  in  1930.  The  cost  (year  ending  31st 
March,  1931),  was  £b\. 

During  the  year  the  City  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  paid  2,077 
effective  visits,  as  well  as  being  in  regular  attendance  with  the  Medical 
Officer  at  the  Clinic. 

The  system  of  divided  resjionsibility  for  tuberculosis  in  a City  the 
size  of  Bath  is  a little  anomalous,  though  in  actual  practice  owing  to  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  the  County  Health  Department  and  the  goodwill 
of  all  concerned,  it  has  worked  satisfactorily  for  many  years.  Under 
changed  and  changing  conditions,  however,  some  modification  may 
ultimately  be-  considered  desirable. 

Sanatofilim  Treatment.  The  Council  has  purchased  and  maintains 

14  beds  at  Winsley  Sanatorium.  This 
institution,  w'hich  is  six  miles  from  the  City,  was  founded  in  1904  and 
now  contains  119  beds.  It  is  intended  for  cases  of  early  tuberculosis  in 
adults  and  is  reserved  almost  exclusively  for  patients  sent  by  the  Councils 
of  Wiltshire,  Bristol  and  Bath. 

In  addition  to  those  at  Winsley,  a number  of  beds  are  available 
for  tuberculous  disease  in  children  and  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
in  adults,  in  institutions  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the 
purpose.  Children  suffering  from  crippling  defects  due  to  tuberculosis 
arc  sent  to  the  Combe  Park  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  During  l!)3(),  4!) 
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patients  were  cliscliargerl  from  Winsley  on  completion  of  treatment,  4 
from  Combe  Park,  2 from  the  Royal  Sea-Bathing  Hospital  at  Margate, 
and  1 from  Oak  Bank  Open-air  School. 

The  Winsley  patients  were  classified  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
that  institution  on  discharge  as  follows  : - 

Fit  for  work  ...  ...  ....  9 

Improved  ....  ....  30 

Not  improved  ....  ....  10 

One  patient  was  admitted  for  observation. 

No  residential  accommodation  for  cases  of  advanced  tuberculosis 
is  provided  under  the  City  scheme,  but  two  special  wards  are  set  apart 
at  the  Frome  Road  Institution  for  such  patients.  On  the  average, 
about  12  beds  were  in  occupation  during  1930. 

A certain  number  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  are 
also  treated  at  the  Royal  United  Hospital.  No  contribution  is  made 
through  the  Health  Committee  either  to  the  Public  Assistance  Com- 
mittee or  to  the  Hospital. 

General  Observations.  The  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Voluntary  Care 

Committee  has  been  referred  to  in  detail  in 
previous  reports  (e.g.,  1929,  page  34).  It  is  only  necessary  to  say  here 
that  the  very  valuable  work  which  this  Committee  has  been  doing  for 
so  many  years  was  continued  during  1930,  to  the  great  advantage  of 
patients  coming  within  the  sphere  of  its  activities. 

Artificial  Light  Treatment,  given  under  medical  supervision  at 
the  City  Bathing  Eistablishmcnt,  was  continued  during  1930.  Eleven 
patients  received  treatment  and  the  total  number  of  attendances  was 
243.  The  treatment  in  nearly  every  case  includes  general  exposure  to 
the  Carbon  Arc  Lamp,  together  with  local  application  of  the  Tungsten 
Arc  Lamp.  The  conditions  dealt  with  were  — enlarged  glands  of  neck, 
.5  ; abdominal  tuberculosis,  4 ; and  lupus  of  face,  2.  Eight  of  the 
patients  were  under  15  years  of  age,  two  between  15  and  25,  and  one 
over  40.  Except  in  one  case  of  lupus,  definite  improvement  occurred. 
Skin  reactions  were  always  noted,  but  were  variable  and  indefinite  in 
character.  No  routine  observations  of  temperature,  pulse,  or  blood 
|)ressure  were  made,  and  afebrile  cases  only  were  sent  for  treatment, 
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No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Healtli 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925.  No  formal  use  was 
made  of  the  power  given  under  Section  158  of  the  Bath  Corporation 
Act,  1925,  the  provisions  of  which  are  similar  to  Section  02  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  but  the  knowledge  that  it  was  available  was 
of  value. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Under  the  Council’s  scheme  provision  is  made  for  free  treatment 
at  the  Royal  United  Hospital  by  a senior  member  of  the  Hospital  staff. 
Three  clinics  are  held  each  week  from  5 to  6.30  p.m.,  on  Tuesdays 
for  women,  and  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  for  men.  Treatment  can  also 
be  obtained  at  any  other  time,  day  or  night,’  if  necessary.  ^The  cases 
dealt  with  are  mainly  those  from  Bath  and  from  the  neighbouring 
parts  of  Somerset  and  Wilts.  The  Hospital  pays  all  expenses  and 
makes  a pro  rata  charge  on  an  agreed  scale  to  the  authorities  concerned, 
the  City’s  share  during  the  year  ending  the  31st  March,  1931,  being  56 
per  cent,  of  the  total. 

The  following  figures  show  that  although  the  amount  of  work 
done  during  1930  was  slightly  more  than  in  1929,  the  variation  over  a 
series  of  years  is  not  very  material  ; — 


Number  of  new  patients... 

1930. 

85 

1929. 

76 

Average. 

1924-28. 

82 

’"Total  number  of  out-patient  at- 
tendances 

1171 

1056 

915 

tAverage  cost  of  each  attendance 

5/- 

5/8 

6/8 

Total  number  “ in-patient  days  ” 

0 

0 

70 

Number  of  doses  of  Salvarsan 
substitutes... 

225 

225 

190 

NOTES: — * i.e.,  seen  by  Medical  Officer — not  “intermediate  treatment.’’  The 
number  of  irrigations  was  3,199. 
t Year  ending  31st  March,  1931. 

All  the  above  figures  refer  to  Bath  only. 

For  details  as  to  number  of  pathological  examinations  made, 
see  page  38. 

A very  small  number  of  Bath  patients  treated  at  Clinics  elsewhere  are 
not  included. 


The  arscnobenzene  compounds  used  for  treating  syphilis  and  the 
usual  initial  and  linal  doses  are : - Novarsenobillon,  ’3  •75grms., 

Sulpharsenol,  'lO  -OOgmis.,  or  Silver  Salvarsan,  10  --i^Ogrins.  They 
are  supplemented  by  injections  of  mercurial  cream  and  potassium 
iodide  given  orally. 

There  is  a local  Branch  of  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council. 
The  City  Council  contributes  financially  both  to  this  Branch  and  to 
headquarters. 


CANCER. 

In  1925,  as  a result  of  a report  presented  by  a special  Committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  the  Council  authorised  the  Health  Committee 
to  give  certain  forms  of  assistance  to  individuals  and  families  who  are 
• the  direct  or  indirect  victims  of  this  disease.  The  findings  of  the 
Committee  were  summarised  in  my  Report  for  1925  and  are  printed 
in  the  Council  Minutes  for  that  year  (pages  751-754), 

As  far  as  relief  is  concerned  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
now  able  to  arrange  in  suitable  cases  for  extra  nursing  assistance  at 
honii,  extra  domestic  help,  admission  if  necessary  to  special  hospitals, 
the  provision  of  dressings  and  disinfectants,  and  in  general  terms  to 
ensure  as  far  as  possible  that  no  sufferer  fails  to  obtain  treatment  likely 
to  be  of  value  for  the  cure  of  the  disease  or  the  mitigation  of  its  effects. 
When  a Radium  Centre  under  the  National  Radium  Commission  has  been 
established  at  Bristol  the  Health  Committee  will  arrange  for  this  special 
kind  of  treatment  to  be  available  for  Bath  patients.  (It  must  be  realised 
in  this  connection  that  the  proportion  of  cases  in  which  Radium  is  likely 
to  be  useful  is  as  yet  very  small). 

Daring  1930  assistance  was  given  to  24  patients.  Ten  of  these 
were  on  the  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  seventeen  died,  so 
that  seven  were  carried  forward  to  1931.  In  21  cases  the  cost  of  home 
nursing,  undertaken  by  the  staff  of  the  District  Nursing  Association, 
was  paid  for  by  the  Council  at  the  agreed  rate  of  9d.  a visit.  The  total 
visits  amounted  to  1,189,  but  the  number  varied  from  6 to  over  100  in 
individual  instinces.  The  patients  were  not  in  a position  to  pay  nursing 
fees  and  no  insurance  money  was  available  for  the  purpose.  Thirteen 
patients  were  supplied  with  drugs  or  dressings  through  the  Health  Office 
and  to  one  a water  bed  was  lent. 
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Number  of  Patients  helped  during  each  of  the  five  years,  1926-30. 

1926.  1927.  1928.  1929.  1930. 

New  patients 

14 

15 

14 

14 

15 

Total  on  books  during  year 

14 

21 

20 

19 

24 

Nursing  fees  paid — Visiting  Nurse 

9 

18 

18 

16 

21 

Resident  Nurse 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dressings  and  drugs  supplied 

8 

12 

12 

12 

13 

In-patient  treatment 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Water  Bed  lent 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Travelling  Expenses 

Total  cost  (12  months  to  31st  March 

— 

•— 

— 

1 

— 

of  following  year)  ... 

£83 

£64 

£81 

£128 

£■56 

The  Bath  Corporation  Act,  1925,  Section  224  (2)  extends  the 
provisions  of  Section  131  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  so  as  to 
cover  payments  made  to  institutions  in  connection  with  the  Council’s 
Cancer  Scheme. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


The  Council’s  complete  scheme  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
includes  Ante-natal  Clinics,  the  supervision  of  Midwives,  a district 
Midwifery  Service,  a Maternity  Home,  a Health  Visiting  Department, 
four  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  the  Provision  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and 
Children,  a Dental  Service,  and  schemes  for  dealing  with  crippling 
defects,  with  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  (page  17)  and  with  Puerperal 
Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (page  17).  As  the  various  activities  have 
been  described  in  detail  in  several  previous  reports,  it  will  be  sufficient 
here  to  give  a summary  of  the  more  important  facts  and  figures. 


Ante-natal  Clinics. 


Blue  Coat 

Rivers  Street.  House. 


Day  and  time 

Medical  Officer  in  charge 
Number  of  sessions  held 
Number  of  new  patients 
Total  attendances 


Monday 
afternoon. 
Dr.  Thomas. 
49 
228 
736 


Wednesday 
morning. 
Dr.  Pinkerton. 
51 
111 
356 


Home  visits  (ante-natal)  by  City  Midwives  1,801 


The  number  of  new  patients  is  39  per  cent,  of  all  births  registered 
(last  year  this  figure  was  31  per  cent.). 
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MIDWIVES. 

During  1930  the  number  of  midwives  signifying  their  intention 
to  practise  in  the  City  was  27.  Two  of  them  had  been  “ in  practice  in 
1901.”  Sixteen  worked  solely  in  connection  with  public  institutions. 

The  number  of  confinements  attended  by  all  midwives  was  618. 
Four  attended  more  than  50  each  and  12  less  than  10  each.  On  347 
occasions  no  doctor  was  present.  A doctor  was  previously  engaged  in 
67  cases,  and  w\as  called  in  owing  to  some  emergency  for  the  remaining 
204.  (There  were  874  registered  births  during  the  year). 

Altogether,  a doctor  was  called  in  under  the  Rules  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  on  251  occasions  for  various  emergencies  in  connection 
with  births  and  miscarriages.  These  emergencies  may  be  grouped  as 


follows : — 

Complications  of  labour  ...  ...  116 

Ante-natal  conditions  ...  ...  ...  44 

Post-natal  condition  of  mother  ...  44 

Unsatisfactory  condition  of  child  ...  47 


City  Midwives.  The  four  district  midwives  attended  385  patients  at 
home.  \ few  cases  in  the  outlying  parts  of  Combe 
Down  and  Odd  Down  are  attended  by  the  Combe  Down  Nursing 
Association’s  midwife,  the  Council  being  partly  responsible  financially. 

Net  subsidy  required  from  the  rates  : — 1930  19?9  1928 

Year  ending  31st  March  ...  £241  £221  £232 

Midwifery  Fees  paid  to  Doctors  under  Section  14  of  the  Midwives 

Act,  1918.  The  approximate  lia- 
bility incurred  was  £345,  and  the  amount  recovered  from  patients 
about  £l00. 

MATERNITY  HOME. 

The  City  Maternity  Home  at  44,  Rivers  Street  is  carried  on 
in  conjunction  with  the  Bath  District  Nursing  .Association. 


1 930. 

1929. 

Number  of  cases  admitted 

91 

104 

Average  stay  in  days  ... 

17 

I6h 

Average  number  in  Home  each  day  ... 

...  3'6 

4-5 

Percentage  of  total  cost  contributed 

by 

patients 

...  34 

34 

Net  cost  to  rates 

...  £405 

£417 

*Ycar  ending  31st  Marcli 


See  also  page  19. 
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Health  Visitors.  The  visits  paid  during  1930  were  as  follows  : — 


To  children  under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  3,779 

To  children  between  one  and  two  ...  ...  1,572 

To  children  over  two •••  ■•••  2,939 

Others- ■■■•  • •••  986 


9,276 


These  include  visits  in  connection  with  Part  1 of  the  Children  Act 
after  April  1st,  1930.  In  addition  to  visiting,  the  Health  Visitors  give 
in  the  aggregate  eight  or  nine  half-day  attendances  each  week  at  the 
various  Clinics. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

There  are  four  Centres  (with  five  sessions  a week). 

1.  Blue  Coat  House  (established  at  Rosewell  House)  in  1913. 
Sessions,  Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoons. 

2.  Walcot,  at  Snow  Hiil  Hall.  Established  in  1918.  Sessions, 
Thursday  afternoons. 

3.  Twerton,  at  Oldfield  Park  Baptist  Schoolroom.  Established 
in  1919.  Sessions,  Wednesday  afternoons. 

4.  Southdown,  at  St.  Barnabas  Hall.  Established  in  1929. 
Sessions,  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  mornings  of  month. 


Blue  Coat 


.ilUC 

House. 

Walcot. 

Twerton. 

Southdown 

Number  of  sessions  ... 

. 93 

47 

47 

21 

Attendances  of  children 

.3,187 

1,987 

1,438 

389 

New  cases  included  in  above 
Average  attendance  of 

271 

125 

103 

60 

Infants  per  session... 

34'3 

42‘3 

30T) 

18'5 

I'll  is  table  shows  that  there  were  7,001  attendances  at  208  sessions, 
an  average  of  33’7  per  session.  (In  1929  the  figures  were  6,303,  1 8S, 
and  33’5). 
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SUPPLY  OF  MILK  TO  NECESSITOUS  MOTHERS 
AND  CHILDREN. 


1930. 

1929. 

Average 

1921-25 

.\verage  daily  number  of  individuals 

receiving  milk 

179 

166 

90 

Free... 

171 

164 

86 

Half-price  ... 

8 

2 

4 

*Average  daily  number  of  “ free  pints  ” ... 

174 

161 

92 

Approximate  cost  for  year  ending  31st 

March  following  ... 

/■880 

£771 

£505 

* I e.,  counting  pints  at  half-price  as  f pint,  and  so  on. 


Orthopaedics.  The  following  figures  refer  to  non-tuberculous  infants 
below  school  age  dealt  with  under  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  scheme  during  1930  : — 

Patients  receiving  residential  treatment  at  Combe  Park  ...  6 

Attendances  at  After-Care  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  260 

Attendances  at  Massage  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  492 

A more  complete  account  of  our  orthopaedic  work  may  be  found 
in  my  Report  to  the  Education  Authority  for  1930,  pages  19  to  24, 
44  and  45. 

Dental  Service.  By  arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee 
the  School  Dental  Department  is  available  for  the 
treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  the  Saturday  morning 
sessions  are  now  a permanent  part  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
scheme.  The  figures  for  1930  include  the  following  : — 


Number  of  sessions 

44 

Patients  called  to  Clinic 

76 

Patients  actually  attending  ... 

59 

Total  attendances 

189 

Extractions 

...  279 

Fillings  ... 

13 

Scalings... 

22 

Dentures  (four teen  patients) 

25 
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CHILDREN  ACT,  1908.  PART  I. 

Under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  the  duties  previously 
carried  out  by  the  Guardians  in  connection  with  the  Infant  Life 
Protection  Part  of  the  above  Act  were  on  April  ist,  1930,  transferred 
to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  (except  for  children 
boarded  cut  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee).  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  \vas  appointed  as  the  Officer  to  whom  notices  are  to  be 
sent,  and  the  administrative  arrangements  are  in  his  hands.  The  visiting 
of  the  homes  is  an  additional  duty  undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  as  iecei\’cd  from  the 
Guardians  was  44.  During  ihe  period  April  ist — December  31st,  13 
individual  children  were  added  and  22  removed,  leaving  35  to  be  carried 
forward  to  1931.  In  addition,  5 removals  and  readmissions  of  children 
included  in  the  above  figures  took  place  during  the  year. 


ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  ACT,  1926. 

The  procedure  followed  has  been  as  described  in  previous 
reports  (see  1927,  pages  35,  36).  Investigations  are  made  by  me 
personally  and  a written  report  on  each  case  is  sent  for  the  information 
of  the  magistrates. 

During  1930  twelve  applications  were  considered  (compared  with 
14  in  1929  and  13  in  1928).  In  six  of  these,  permanent  adoption  had  in 
effect  already  occurred  and  the  application  was  designed  simply  to  give 
it  legal  sanction.  In  all  but  one  case  the  applications  were  made  by 
husband  and  wife  jointly.  Two  of  the  children  were  legitimate  and 
10  illegitimate ; seven  were  under  5 years  of  age  and  one  over  10.  An 
unconditional  Order  was  granted  in  seven  instances  and  in  two  an  Order 
was  refused ; in  one,  the  applicants  did  not  proceed  after  the  case  had 
been  adjourned  for  further  enquiries  ; in  one,  an  interim  Order  with 
conditions  was  given  and  in  another  a previous  interim  Order  was  made 
permanent.  In  addition,  enquiries  were  made  at  the  request  of  another 
Authority  about  a case  being  dealt  with  elsewhere. 
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Summary  of  figures  relating  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

for  five  years,  1926-30. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics  : 

19i0. 

1929. 

1928. 

1927. 

1926. 

New  patients 

339 

256 

231 

246 

206 

Total  attendances 
Midwives  : 

1092 

638 

582 

504 

652 

Number  practising 

27 

25 

19 

22 

21 

Confinements  attended  ... 

618 

570 

648 

591 

653 

No  doctor  ... 

347 

327 

393 

360 

444 

Doctor  engaged 

67 

61 

83 

51 

44 

Doctor  called  in  ... 

204 

182 

172 

180 

165 

(Registered  births) 

City  Midwives  cases  (in- 

874 

836 

862 

830 

903 

cluded  above)  ... 
Claims  under  Section  14  of 

385 

377 

396 

360 

384 

Midwives  Act,  1918  ... 

£345 

£337 

£345 

^273 

£259 

Maternity  Home : 


Number  of  admissions  ... 

91 

104 

112 

106 

92 

Health  Visitors  : 
Total  visits 

9276 

9683 

10398 

1 1406 

10621 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  ; 

Total  attendances ; 

7001 

6303 

6229 

6249 

5896 

New  cases 

559 

498 

531 

490 

520 

Average  per  session 

337 

33'5 

33'3 

33’2 

313 

Supply  of  Milk  : 

Average  daily  number  of 
individuals  assisted 

179 

166 

119 

1 10 

100 

Appro-ximate  cost  (to  31st 
March  following)  ... 

£880 

£771 

£629 

£518 

£626 

Adoption  of  Children  ; 

Cases  investigated 

12 

14 

13 

16 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 

for  the  Year  1930. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committei^ 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewitli  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
work  connected  with  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  etc.,  for  the  year  1930. 
As  far  as  practicable  the  particulars  are  given  in  tabular  form  as  desired 
by  the  Ministr}^  of  Health  but  as  summaries  do  not  convey  a correct 
impression  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  duties, 
brief  explanations  are  added  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  various 
Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations. 

There  were  no  special  circumstances  to  mark  the  year,  but  the 
routine  work  shows  that  it  was  one  of  steady  progress.  There  was  a 
marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  complaints  received  at  the  Office, 
and  upon  investigation  many  of  these  were  found  to  be  annoyances  of 
a trivial  nature  which  did  not  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  term 
“nuisance”  and  could  not  be  dealt  with  by  the  Department.  Nearly 
the  whole  of  the  defects  reported  upon,  and  for  which  notices  were 
served,  were  the  result  of  systematic  inspections. 

I have  once  more  to  acknowledge  the  loyal  support  of  the  Staff 
and  tire  willing  manner  in  which  all  have  co-operated  with  me  in 
carrying  out  the  constantly  increasing  activities  of  a modern  Sanitary 
Department. 

1 am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  A.  CRAVEN, 

Chief  Scniifary  Inspector, 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK,  Etc.,  1930. 

No.  of  inspections,  re-inspections,  visits  of  inquiry,  etc.  . . 13895 

,.  ,,  of  Slaughter-houses  . . . . . . 3245 

,,  ,,  ,,  Butchers' Shops,  Food  Stores,  etc.  ..  694 

,,  .,  ,,  Offen'^ive  Trade  Premises  . . . . 79 

,,  ,,  ,,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  . . 577 

,,  ,,  ,,  Common  Dodging-houses  . . . . 178 

,,  ,,  ,,  Canal  Boats  . . . . . . . . 19 

,,  ,.  ,,  Factories,  Workshops,  etc.  . . . . 481 

,,  ,,  ,,  Out-workers’  Premises  . . . 14 

.,  ,,  ,,  Houses  in  Flood  Area  - . . . . . 156 

,,  ,,  „ ,,  after  infectious  disease. . ..  327 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  infested  with  Vermin  ..  ..  23 

No.  of  inspections  of  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.  . . . . 9 

,,  ,,  on  receipt  of  Application  for  a Council  House  92 

„ ,,  of  Places  of  Public  Entertainment  . . 51 

,,  ,,  Piggeries,  etc.  . . . . . . 79 

.,  ,,  under  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  682 

,,  ,,  ,,  Shops’  Act  . . . . . . 77 

,,  ,,  ,,  Increase  of  Rent,  etc.  Acts . . ..  6 

,,  Smoke  observations  made . . ..  ..  ..  105 

,,  .,  notices  served  . . . . . . . . 2 

,,  ,,  nuisances  abated  . . . . . . . . 3 

,,  Observutions  made  re  Pollution  of  Streams  . . . . 61 

,,  Preliminary  notices  served  . . . . . . 535 

,,  Statutory  notices  . . . . . . . . 36 

,,  Notices  requiring  cleansing  of  premises  . . . . 121 

,,  ,,  ,,  ash-bins  to  be  provided  . . . . 36 

,,  ,,  ,,  manure  pits  to  be  provided  . . i 

,,  ,,  ,,  removal  of  manure,  etc.  . . . . 12 

,,  ,,  ,,  lime-washing  of  Slaughter-houses  . . 39 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Dairies,  etc.  . . 96 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Common  Lodging-houses  ..  5 

,,  ,,  ,,  Closure  of  Cellar-dwellings  . . . . 2 

,,  ,,  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  . . . . 3 

,,  smoke  or  other  tests  apjdied  to  drains  . . . . 558 

,,  new  drains  laid  . . . . . . . . . . 66 
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No.  of  drains  partially  reconstructed  . . • . • • 103 

,,  new  W.C.’s  erected  . . . . • . • • 59 

,,  additional  W.C.'s  provided  ..  ••  ••  30 

,,  defective  drains,  soil  pipes,  etc  , remedied  . . . . 131 

,,  ,,  wells  repaired  . . . . . . . . 2 

,,  nuisances  from  defective  W.C.’s  and  urinals  abated  . . 115 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  rain-water  pipes,  etc.,  do.  . . it2 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  roofs,  walls,  etc.,  do.  . . 309 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  dish-tro'ughs,  huaitories,  etc.  abated  62 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  waste  pipes,  etc.,  abated  . . 87 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  paving  and  Boors,  do.  . . 145 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  yards  and  ouibuildings,  do.  ..  63 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  cesspools  do.  . . 2 

No.  of  nuisances  from  defective  ventilation  of  premises  abated  29 
,,  ,,  ,,  overcrowded  premises  do.  . . 14 

,,  ,,  ,,  animals  do.  . . 29 

,,  ,,  ,,  offensive  accumulations  do.  . . 30 

,,  ,,  in  Common  Lodging-houses  do.  . . 2 

,,  ,,  in  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  do.  . . i 

,,  ,,  in  Slaughter-houses  do.  . . 4 

,,  ,,  in  Dairies,  etc.  do.  . . 6 

,,  ,,  in  Factories,  Workshops,  etc.  do.  . . 59 

,,  Water  storage  systems  abolished  . . . . . . 5 

,,  Premises  provided  with  proper  water  supply  . . 12 

,,  Samples  of  water  analysed  . . . . . . 5 

,,  Premises,  etc.,  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  . . 358 

,,  ,,  cleansed,  lime-washed,  etc.  . . . . 156 

,,  ,,  supplied  with  disinfectants  after  floods  . . 97 

,,  complaints  referred  to  other  Departments  ....  . . 91 

Miscellaneous  works  not  classified  above  . . . . . . 136 


ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES,  ETC. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
statistical  tables  and  summaries  giving  particulars  of  the  inspections 
made  during  the  year  and  the  number  of  notices  served  for  the  abate- 
ment of  nuisances  are  given  on  pages  54  and  55. 

From  these  it  will  be  seen  that  attention  has  been  given 
to  practically  all  conditions  likely  to  affect  the  well-being  of  the  com- 
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munity  whicli  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  duties. 
Tlic  total  number  of  recorded  inspections,  visits  of  enquiry  etc.  made 
to  premises  during  the  year  was  13,<S!)5.  Interviews  with  owners  and 
others  with  respect  to  the  best  methods  of  carrying  out  works  specified 
in  notices  served  etc.  are  not  included  in  the  above,  but  these  are 
important  and  take  up  a considerable  amount  of  time.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  against  any  person  for  non- 
compliance  with  a notice.  Generally  an  interview  with  an  owner  or 
agent  can  be  arranged  and  any  difficulty  removed.  There  has  been  an 
increased  disposition  during  the  past  year  on  the  jiart  of  owners  and 
others  to  co-operate  with  the  Officials  in  carrying  out  sanitary  improve- 
ments and  many  such  have  been  effected  under  supervision  without  the 
service  of  a notice.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  many  owners  employ 
unsuitable  workmen  to  carry  out  sanitary  work,  much  of  which  escapes 
attention  and  is  done  in  an  imperfect  manner  ; such  work  frequently 
has  to  be  removed  or  altered  and  thus  entails  additional  trouble  and 
expense  to  the  owner.  Notification  to  the  Health  Office  of  any  alter- 
ation or  repair  to  drains  or  sanitary  fittings  should  be  a compulsory 
requirement. 

Drainage  Work.  Entire  reconstruction  of  6(i  drainage  systems  was 

carried  out  during  the  year.  This  number  does  not 
include  the  drainage  systems  of  new  buildings  under  the  supervision  of 
the  City  Engineer.  In  103  cases  the  drains  were  partially  relaid.  The 
hydraulic  or  the  smoke  tests  are  applied  to  all  newly  laid  drains  before 
being  covered  and  upon  completion.  Several  defective  drains  were 
discovered  during  investigations  in  connection  with  rat  infestation. 

House  Inspection.  3,051  inspections  of  dwelling  houses  were  made. 

A lengthy  list  of  houses  which  fall  below  the 
recognised  state  of  “ fitness  for  human  occupation  ” has  been  prepared 
and  it  is  hoped  to  deal  with  a number  of  these  during  the  current  }^ear 
(1031).  Many  of  the  houses  are  old  and  have  reached  the  stage  wlicn 
they  must  be  treated  under  the  Housing  Act,  15)30.  .Action  with  respect 
to  many  houses  has  been  delayed  on  account  of  the  lack  of  suitable 
alternative  accommodation,  but  as  the  housing  conditions  become  easier 
many  of  these  old  houses  must  be  re-conditioned  or  closed  as  unfit. 
The  sliortage  of  suital)lc  lionscs  is  evidenced  by  the  long  waiting  list  of 
ajiplicants  for  Council  houses.  During  the  year.  Closing  Orders  were 
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made  in  respect  of  15  houses  and  there  were  3 Demolition  Orders  made. 
In  respect  of  5 houses  the  required  alterations  and  repairs  were  carried 
out,  after  the  approval  of  specifications  by  the  Housing  Committee, 
and  the  Closing  Orders  were  determined.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
re-conditioning  of  three  houses  was  not  completed,  and  seven  remained 
closed. 


Extensive  repairs  were  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the 
department,  after  informal  notice,  in  121  houses. 

Overcrowding.  A number  of  complaints  with  respect  to  overcrowd- 
ing was  enquired  into.  In  14  cases  the  trouble  was 
abated  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  Several  of  the  overcrowded  families 
were  successful  in  obtaining  a Council  house.  In  all  cases  the  rooms 
were  measured  and  where  the  cubic  space  was  less  than  300  cubic  feet 
per  person  a notice  was  served,  except  in  a few  instances  where  the 
deficiency  was  slight  and  there  was  ample  ventilation.  As  a rule, 
overcrowding  was  found  to  exist  among  those  whom  private  owners 
will  not  accept  as  tenants  on  account  of  the  number  in  family,  and 
those  who  have  hitherto  been  unable  to  afford  the  rent  of  a Council 
house. 

Basement  Dwellings.  There  are  a number  of  rooms  below  ground 

level  which  cannot  be  considered  altogether 
suitable  for  occupation  as  dwellings.  These  receive  attention  from  time 
to  time  and  whenever  such  a room  is  found  to  be  “ separately  let  or 
occupied  ” (thus  becoming  a “ cellar  ” within  the  meaning  of  the  Public 
Health  Act)  a notice  is  served  both  on  the  owner  and  occupier.  Two 
such  were  treated  during  the  year,  and  the  rooms  vacated. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds.  There  are  no  permanently  occupied  vans 

and  sheds  within  the  City  area.  In  two 
places  hawkers’ caravans  pitched  for  several  weeks  and  were  inspected 
at  various  times.  In  one  instance  a notice  was  served  under  the  bye- 
laws, after  which  the  conditions  were  improved  and  the  bye-laws  com- 
plied with.  The  caravans  were  clean  and  well  kept. 

Places  of  Entertainment.  51  inspections  of  Cinemas,  and  other 

places  of  entertainment  were  made, 
special  attention  being  given  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  provided. 
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I''ivc  minor  defects  were  re])orted  to  the  managers  and  these  were 
remedied  without  delay. 

Rents  Restriction  Acts.  Si.x  applications  were  made  for  certificates 
under  the  above  Acts,  but  were  withdrawn  after  inspection  of  the 
premises.  No  certificate  was  granted  during  the  year. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  four  common  lodging  houses  on  the  Register,  which 
contain  7(5  sleeping  rooms  and  are  registered  to  accommodate  120 
persons,  but  this  number  is  never  reached,  the  weekly  average  being 
about  82.  There  is  no  common  lodging  house  for  women  only,  but 
three  houses  admit  women  as  well  as  men. 

One  lodging  house  was  transferred  to  a new  proprietor  after  the 
usual  formalities  by  the  applicant  and  sanction  of  the  Committee  had 
been  obtained.  The  houses  generally  are  well  kept  ; notices  calling 
attention  to  the  periodical  cleansing  and  limewashing  are  sent  to  each 
keeper  during  the  first  weeks  of  April  and  October  and  the  work  is 
usually  completed  within  the  specified  time.  Regular  and  special 
inspections  were  made  at  various  hours,  the  total  number  being  178. 
Minor  nuisances  are  found  from  time  to  time  which  are  often  due  to 
to  the  carelessness  or  neglect  of  the  occupants,  but,  as  a rule,  these  are 
remedied  as  .soon  as  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  owner.  The  houses  are 
old  and  similar  to  many  others  in  the  same  locality  and  their  structural 
condition  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Two  of  the  least  satisfactory  arc 
within  an  improvem.ent  area  under  the  Bath  Corporation  Act  1925 
and  it  is  hoped  these  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  near  future. 


No  of  Common  Lodging-houses  on  the  Register  ....  4 

,,  Lodgers  accommodated  nightly  ....  ....  114 

,,  Inspections  of  Premises  ....  ....  178 

,,  Notices  to  Limewash  ....  ....  ....  5 

,,  Defects  found  and  remedied  ....  ....  8 

Change  of  Keeper  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


The  local  byelaw,  made  under  the  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abate- 
ment) y\ct  192(5,  provides  that  the  “ emission  of  black  smoke  for  a period 
of  two  minutes  in  the  aggregate  within  any  continuous  period  of  thirty 
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minutes  from  any  building  other  than  a private  dwelling  house  shall 
until  the  contrary  is  proved  be  presumed  to  be  a nuisance.” 

In  Bath  the  nuisance  from  black  smoke  is  mainly  confined  to 
several  chimnies  in  nr  near  the  centre  of  the  city.  Observations  have 
been  taken  at  irregular  intervals  and  when  an  unusual  volume  was 
emitted  the  attention  of  the  firm  was  called  to  the  matter  and  advice 
given,  with  the  result  that  an  improvement  was  effected  almost 
immediatelv.  In  no  instance  was  the  time  allowance  of  two  minutes 
in  the  half  hour  exceeded. 

Nuisances  from  the  chimneys  of  three  outbuildings  or  wash 
houses  in  connection  with  dwelling  houses  were  abated  during  the  year 
under  the  Bath  Corporation  Act  1925. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

481  inspections  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  were 
made  during  the  year  and  the  general  condition  of  the  premises  was 
satisfactory.  Eleven  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  calling  attention  to  sanitary  defects  (seven  in  Factories  and 
four  in  workshops),  all  of  which  have  been  remedied.  Most  of  the 
notices  related  to  minor  matters  which  were  put  right  before  the  notices 
reached  the  Health  Department.  The  commonest  cause  of  complaint 
is  that  the  sanitary  conveniences  are  “ in  a dirty  or  foul  condition.” 
A little  regular  attention  to  this  matter  would  obviate  much  trouble 
and  the  service  of  a notice  would  be  avoided.  A number  of  improve- 
ments were  suggested  to  owners  or  occupiers  and  these  were  carried 
out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Inspectors. 

Outworkers’  Premises.  Homework  was  found  to  be  carried  on  under 
satisfactory  conditions,  and  no  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified 
as  occurring  in  any  outworker’s  home  during  the  year. 


No.  of  inspections — Factories  . . . . . . . . 38 

,,  ,,  Workshops  . . . . . . . . 319 

,,  ,,  Workplaces  . . . . . . . . 124 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . . . . . . . . . 17 

,,  Ventilation  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . I 
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Drainage  of  floors  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation  . . . . 18 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  . . . . . . 9 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . . . . . . . . . . Nil. 

Other  nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Notices  of  occupation  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  . . 10 

Notices  of  Sanitary  defects  (in  factories)  . . . . . . 7 

,,  ,,  ,,  (in  workshops)  . . . . 4 

Lists  of  Out-workers  received  . . . . . . lo 

No.  of  Out-workers  on  list  . . . . . . . . 28 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS,  ORDERS,  Etc. 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  Dairy  farms  and  all  places  where  milk 
is  handled  or  sold  were  made  during  the  year  and  the  premises  generally 
were  found  in  a satisfactory  condition.  There  has  been  an  all-round 
improvement  in  the  methods  adopted  to  ensure  cleanliness  in  the  pro- 
duction and  distribution  of  milk  and  the  requirements  of  the  Orders  in 
this  respect  have  been  complied  with. 

Structural  improvements  have  been  made  and  modern  appliances 
installed  in  several  dairies. 

Considerable  alterations  were  carried  out  at  one  farm,  which 
has  been  re-drained,  the  lighting  and  ventilation  re-arranged  and 
the  cowsheds  improved.  Notices  with  respect  to  the  lime-washing  of 
premises  were  issued  during  the  year  and  these  were  complied  with 


within  the  specified  times. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  on  the  Register  on 

January  1st,  1930,  was  ..  ..  ..  ii6 

Discontinued  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . 3 

Registered  • • • • • • 2 

Transferred  • • • • • • 3 

No.  of  Dairy  Keepers,  &:c.,  on  the  Register  January  1st,  1931  99 

No.  of  Premises  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  115 


Of  the  above  registered  dairy-keepers,  1(5  are  cow-keepers,  13  of 
whom  are  producers  and  retailers  and  3 dispose  of  their  milk  by  whole- 
sale. There  are  21  general  shopkcci^crs  who  retail  about  2 to  3 gallons 
of  milk  daily  in  small  quantities,  and  although  these  premises  and  tlic 
nature  of  tlie  Imsinesses  are  not  ideal  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  milk. 
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they  supply  a need  in  tlicir  particular  localities.  As  far  as  possible  the 
sale  of  milk  from  small  general  shops  is  discouraged,  and  two  applica- 
tions for  registration  to  sell  were  withdrawn  during  the  year  as  the 
premises  were  considered  unsuitable. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  samples 
of  " Certified  ” milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  Four 
such  samples  were  submitted  and  the  bacterial  counts  were  considerably 
below  the  30,000  per  cubic  centimetre  permitted  under  the  Order,  the 
average  number  per  c.c.  was  650  (highest  890 ; lowest  200)  and  in  each 
case  B.  Coli  was  absent  from  1/10  c.c.  The  average  fat  content  was  3’54 
and  other  solids  8‘59. 

Sixteen  samples  of  ordinary  milk  were  examined  and  tested  at  the 
Central  Laboratory  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  in  every  case 
the  result  was  negative. 

I have  continued  the  practice  of  taking  informal  samples  of  milk 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  them  for  the  presence  cf  dirt.  Sixty-eight 
samples  were  passed  through  the  sediment  tester  and  were  found  satis- 
factory and  showed  a marked  improvement  on  those  of  previous  years. 

Ice^Cfeam.  All  dairy  premises  where  ice-cream  is  prepared  or  sold  are 
inspected  periodically.  Other  premises  where  ice-cream 
is  manufactured  or  sold  are  not  required  to  be  registered  and  there 
are  several  such  places  which  escape  observation.  Inspection  of  known 
premises  are  made,  and  if  they  do  not  comply  with  Section  161  of  the 
Bath  Corporation  Act,  1925,  notices  requiring  the  necessary  alterations 
to  be  carried  out  are  served. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  number  of  samples  purchased  by  me  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  during  1930  was  260.  This  is  an  increase  of  seven  on  the 
previous  year  and  is  the  greatest  number  analysed  since  the  Acts  came 
into  operation.  The  figures  for  the  preceding  five  years  were  : — 
1929—253,  1928—249,  1927—224,  1926—210,  1925—130,  or  an 

average  of  221  per  annum. 

The  proportion  of  samples  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
(69,240)  for  1930  was  3'75  and  the  average  for  the  five  years  was  3'20. 
The  number  of  samples  submitted  during  the  past  year  is  greater  than 


tlic  average  for  tlie  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  and  well 
above  the  average  for  the  whole  country. 

Thirty-eight  different  kinds  of  food  and  drugs  were  analysed  : 
Baking  powder  1,  Boric  Acid  powder  1,  Butter  24,  Camphorated  oil  1, 
Cocoa  2,  Coffee  2,  Coffee  and  Chicory  extract  5,  Condensed  milk  10, 
Confectionery  7,  Cream  (raw)  11,  Cream  (scalded)  11,  Cream  (imported) 
8,  Custard  powder  1,  Dripping  1,  Evaporated  milk  2,  Fish  paste  2, 
Fruit  jelly  1,  Glycerine  1,  Golden  syrup  1,  Honey  3,  Jam  5,  Lard  1, 
Lemon  cheese  1,  Lime  Juice  Cordial  2,  Margarine  2,  Meat  paste  6,  Milk 
128,  Olive  oil  2,  Pickles  1,  Polonies  3,  Sausage  4,  Self-raising  flour  1, 
Suet  1,  Tea  1,  Tinned  fruits  3,  Tomato  sauce  1,  Treacle  1,  Vinegar  2, 
Total  260. 

Milk.  As  in  previous  years  considerable  time  and  attention  have  been 
given  to  the  sampling  of  milk.  Nearly  half  the  total  number 
of  samples  taken,  128  or  49'2  per  cent.,  were  of  milk  : — Certifled  4 ; 
Grade  A (TT)  36  ; Pasteurised  2,  and  86  ordinary  milk.  The  average 
composition  of  the  128  samples  was  : — Fat  3‘83  per  cent.,  and  non-fatty 
solids  8’94  per  cent.  The  percentages  of  the  36  samples  of  “ Grade  A 
(TT)  ” were  : — Fat  3’45,  and  other  solids  8'9 ; and  for  the  4 samples  of 
“ Certifled  ” : — Fat  3‘54  ; other  solids  8’6. 


The  quarterly  averages  were  : — 


First  Quarter  (32  samples)  . . 

. Fat  3'59  % ; 

Other  solids  8'91  % 

Second  Quarter  (28  ,,  ) . . 

,,  3-66  % ; 

> } 

,,  8-91  % 

Third  Quarter  (29  ,,  ) . . 

,,  4-14%; 

> i 

„ 8-85  % 

Fourth  Quarter  (39  ,,  ) . . 

. „ 3-92%; 

) } 

„ 8-99  % 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  average  composition  of  all  the  milks  was 
above  the  standard  adopted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  genuine 
milk,  which  is  : Fat,  3'0  per  cent.  ; other  solids,  S'5  per  cent.  Fifteen 
samples  contained  over  5’0  per  cent-  of  fat,  and  one,  the  abnormal 
amount  of  lO'O  per  cent-  fat.  All  samples  were  examined  for  preserv- 
atives and  were  certified  to  be  “ free  from  chemical  preservatives  and 
added  colouring  matter.” 

Seventeen  samples  were  reported  by  the  Analyst  as  being  below 
the  standard  either  in  respect  of  fat  or  non-fatty  solids.  The  deficiency 
w.is  not  great  in  any  case  and  no  proceedings  were  instituted,  but  the 
vendors  were  cautioned  and  further  samples  t:d<en. 
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In  addition  to  the  usual  quarterly  reports,  special  reports  were 
sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  with  reference  to  the  variations  in 
'the  quality  of  milk  and  the  action  taken  with  respect  to  the  samples 
which  were  reported  to  be  below  the  standard. 

Cfeaitl.  The  average  amount  of  milk  fat  contained  in  the  eleven 
samples  of  raw  cream  was  certified  as  52’21  per  cent,  (highest 
58'85,  lowest  44'0  per  cent-).  The  eleven  samples  of  scalded  or 
“ Devonshire  ” cream  gave  the  unusually  high  average  of  64’41  per 
cent-  of  fat  (highest  76'52  per  cent.,  and  lowest  57'36  per  cent). 

Eight  samples  of  imported  “ Thick  ” cream  contained  cn  average 
fat  content  of  21'06  per  cent-  (highest  25’74  per  cent-,  lowest  16'8  per 
cent-)  The  percentage  of  fat  in  imported  tinned  cream  is  less  than  half 
that  of  ordinary  fresh  cream,  but  many  people  are  misled  in  thinking  it  is 
“ rich  ” on  account  of  its  thickness  which  is  due  to  thetreatment  to  which 
it  is  subjected  and  not  to  the  amount  of  fatty  substance. 

24  samples  of  butter  and  2 of  margarine  were  genuine  and  certified 
as  “free  from  preservatives  and  excess  moisture.” 

The  various  other  foods  referred  to  in  the  list  call  for  no  special 
comment  All  were  found  genuine  and  complied  with  the  Regulations 
with  respect  to  preservatives,  colouring  matter,  etc. 

Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929.  The  substance  whose  sale  and  manu- 
facture the  above  Act  is  designed  to 
regulate  is  a cream  substitute  which  has  hitherto  been  commonly  known 
as  reconstituted  cream,  usually  prepared  by  emulsifying  butter,  dried 
skimmed  milk  and  water.  Such  substance  must  now  be  designated  and 
marked  “Artificial”  Cream,  and  the  premises  whereon  it  is  manufactured 
or  sold  must  be  registered  with  the  Local  Authority.  No  application 
for  registration  was  received  during  the  year,  and  as  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  no  “artificial”  or  “synthetic”  cream  entered  into  the 
composition  of  any  of  the  samples  analysed. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS. 

1923  and  1927. 

Under  the  above  Regulations  every  tin  of  Condensed  Milk  must 
bear  a label  specifying  the  description  of  the  contents  (e-g-,  “ full  cream 
sweetened  ”)  contained  in  the  tin,  and  every  tin  of  condensed  skimmed 
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milk  must  be  labelled  " unlit  for  babies.”  The  name  and  address  of 
the  manufacturer  must  appear  on  the  label  and  any  instructions  as  to 
diluti(;n  must  be  cpiantitively  accurate.  ‘‘  Full  cream  ” sweetened  and' 
unsweetened  must  contain  9 per  cent,  of  milk  fat  and  31  per  cent, 
of  all  milk  solids ; " skimmed  unsweetened  must  contain  20  per 
cent.,  and  “skimmed  sweetened”  26  per  cent,  of  all  solids.  During 
the  year  twelve  samples  were  examined: — Six  “full  cream,”  four 
“ machine  skimmed  ” and  two  evaporated  “ full  cream.”  All  contained 
over  the  necessary  amount  of  fat  and  milk  solids  and  were  free  from 
poisonous  metals  and  chemical  preservatives.  Every  tin  was  properly 
labelled  and  contained  its  stated  equivalent  in  milk. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (DRIED  MILK)  REGULATIONS. 

1923  and  1927. 

These  Regulations  are  generally  similar  to  those  relating  to 
Condensed  Milk.  Every  tin  or  package  must  bear  a label  in  the 
prescribed  form,  stating  the  quality  and  equivalent  quantity  of  milk 
contained  in  the  package.  The  amount  of  dried  milk  sold  in  the  City 
is  small  and  generally  used  under  medical  direction.  Inspections  were 
made  with  respect  to  the  labelling  of  the  packages,  which  were  found 
to  be  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations.  No  samples  were  submitted 
for  analysis. 

PRESERVATIVES  IN  FOOD  REGULATIONS. 

1925-26-27. 

The  above  Regulations  which  came  into  full  operation  in  192S 
prohibit  the  sale,  or  the  manufacture  or  the  importation  for  sale  of  any 
article  of  food  containing  certain  specified  colouring  matters  and,  with 
certain  exceptions,  of  any  article  of  food  containing  preservative.  The 
term  “ pre.servative  ” means  any  substance  which  is  capable  of  inhibiting, 
retarding  or  arresting  the  process  of  fermentation,  acidification  or 
other  decomposition  of  food  or  of  masking  any  of  the  evidences  of 
putrefaction  ; but  does  not  include  common  salt,  sugars,  acetic-acid, 
alcohol  or  potable  spirits,  herbs,  hop  extract  and  e.ssential  oils  used 
for  flavouring  purposes  or  any  substance  added  to  food  for  the 
]uir]:)ose  of  curing  known  as  smoking,  and  glycerine.  The  only 
preservatives  permitted  are  Sulphur  dioxide  and  Benzoic  acid 
which  arc  allowed  to  be  added  to  certain  foods,  which  must  bear 
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a label  that  they  contain  preservative.  All  samples  submitted  for 
analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  were  examined  for 
colouring  matters  and  preservatives  and  were  found  to  be  in  order. 
When  the  Regulations  came  into  force,  fears  were  expressed  by  retailers 
of  meat,  dairymen  and  others  that  the  prevention  of  the  use  of  Boric 
acid  (now  entirely  prohibited  in  any  form)  as  a preservative  would  lead 
to  serious  loss,  but  experience  has  proved  these  fears  to  be  groundless. 

The  following  articles,  to  which  a preservative  may  be  added, 
were  examined  during  the  year  ; — Coffee  Extract,  5 ; Fruit  Jelly,  1 ; 
Jam,  5 ; Lime  Juice  Cordial,  2 ; Pickles,  1 ; Polonies,  3 ; Sausages,  4 ; 
Tomato  Sauce,  1.  Of  the  above,  four  only: — 2 Sausage  and  2 Lime 
Juice  Cordial,  contained  an  allowed  preservative  which  in  each  case  was 
considerably  below  the  amount  permitted.  One  sample  contained  a 
small  proportion  of  non-poisonous  colouring  matter. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  twenty-one  private  Slaughter-houses  in  the  City  : — 

1929.  Jan.,  1930.  Dec.,  1930. 
Registered ....  ....  18  18  17 

Licensed  ....  ....  4 4 4 

Several  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  old  and  their  structural 
condition  is  unsatisfactory  and  far  below  the  standard  of  modern 
requirements.  One  of  the  oldest  and  least  suitable  was  closed  during 
the  year  and  the  premises  used  for  other  purposes.  Plans  were  sub- 
mitted and  approved  for  the  alteration  of  a registered  slaughter-house, 
which  has  been  almost  entirely  rebuilt  and  has  made  a fairly  satisfactory 
small  slaughter-house. 

One  is  licensed  as  a “ reserve  ” slaughter-house  for  pigs  in  case 
of  accident  or  emergency  at  the  principal  one  ; and  at  three  others 


killing  is  carried  on  at  irregular  intervals. 

No.  in  regular  use  ....  ....  ....  17 

No.  of  inspections  ....  . ..  ....  3245 

No.  of  notices  to  limewash,  etc ....  39 

No.  of  notices  to  remedy  defects  ....  ....  4 

No.  closed  or  discontinued  during  the  year  ....  1 

No.  of  notifications  of  change  of  occupier  ....  2 


The  bye-laws  with  respect  to  limewashing,  removal  of  refuse, 
etc.,  generally  were  well  observed. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS. 

1924. 

The  above  Regulations  have  been  generally  well  observed  during 
the  year.  A very  large  number  of  carcases  were  inspected  and  the 
amount  of  diseased  meat  surrendered  and  destroyed  was  5 tons,  9 cwt. 
7lbs.  (see  Table  on  page  70). 

In  addition  to  the  “regular  hours  of  slaughtering,”  75  notices 
of  “ occasional  slaughtering  ” were  received.  The  carcases  in  almost 
every  case  were  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  Where  there  is  no 
centralisation  of  slaughtering  and  the  slaughter-houses  are  scattered 
over  the  district,  the  provision  requiring  notification  of  the  time  of 
slaughter  is  most  valuable,  as  inspection  is  most  efficient  when  made 
at  that  time  or  during  the  time  of  dressing  the  carcase.  Permission 
was  given  to  smallholders  to  kill  pigs  on  their  own  premises  in  seven 
instances,  the  carcases  being  inspected  in  the  usual  manner. 

There  are  no  street  stalls  from  which  meat  is  sold,  but  two 
local  butchers  purvey  meat  from  covered  motor  vans  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  City. 

The  requirements  as  to  the  transport  and  handling  of  meat  have 
been  complied  with  on  the  whole  very  satisfactorily,  and  the  meat 
traders  have  co-operated  with  the  Inspectors  in  giving  effect  to  the 
various  requirements  so  as  to  ensure  the  production  and  sale  of  meat 
under  cleanly  and  hygienic  conditions. 

Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  which  is  carried  out  by  the 
Police,  the  Chief  Constable  reports  that  there  had  been  one  case  of 
Tuberculosis  in  Cattle  during  the  year — a decrease  of  six.  He  also 
reported,  under  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts,  that  861 
visits  were  paid  to  the  various  piggeries  in  the  City. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT.  1926. 

Circulars  calling  attention  to  the  requirements  of  the  Orders  made 
in  Council  under  the  above  Act  were  issued  to  greengrocers,  grocers 
and  others  concerned  relating  to  the  marking  of  the  following  articles  : — 

(1)  Fresh  apples  ; (2)  Raw  tomatoes  ; (3)  Eggs  in  shell  {i-e-, 
hen  and  duck  eggs)  ; (4)  “ Dried  ” eggs  ; (5)  Currants,  sultanas  and 
raisins  ; (6)  Oat  products  {i.Q.,  oatmeal,  rolled  oats,  etc.)  ; and  (7) 
Honey. 
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The  above  articles  must  be  marked,  if  imported  from  foreign 
countries,  with  the  word  “ Foreign  ” or  with  the  name  of  the  country- 
in  which  they  were  produced  ; or  if  imported  from  the  British 
Dominions  the  word  “ Empire  ” must  be  used. 

The  packages  in  which  apples,  tomatoes,  etc.,  were  received 
have  been  examined  at  wholesalers’  premises  and  were  found  to  be 
marked  in  accordance  with  the  Orders.  Several  retail  traders  who 
had  omitted  to  mark  imported  apples  or  tomatoes  were  cautioned,  and 
there  has  been  a more  general  disposition  to  observe  the  conditions  of 
the  Act.  Minor  breaches,  especially  by  street  traders,  occur  from 
time  to  time,  and  will  recur  unless  much  more  time  than  is  at  present 
available  is  given  to  inspections  under  this  Act. 

Eggs.  One  business  premises  is  registered  for  the  cold  storage 
of  eggs.  This  has  been  inspected  at  intervals  and  the  special  pro- 
visions relating  to  the  storage  of  eggs  have  been  observed.  The 
requirements  of  the  Orders  with  respect  to  the  marking  of  eggs  by 
retailers  have  been  carried  out  generally  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT.  1919. 

The  investigation  of  complaints  of  rat  infestation  and  the  work 
of  rat  destruction  were  carried  on  throughout  the  year.  The  number 
of  complaints  received  was  227. 

For  the  five  preceding  years  the  figures  were  ; — 

1929.  1928.  1927.  1926.  1925. 

238  253  165  114  79 

In  spite  of  maintained  eftorts  the  number  of  rats  and  complaints 
of  rat  infested  premises  show  little  reduction,  and  much  more  drastic 
methods  will  have  to  be  adopted  before  the  trouble  can  be  said  to  be 
overcome.  It  was  found  impracticable  to  make  any  special  arrange- 
ments during  the  “National  Rat  Week’’  in  November,  but  the  Health 
Committee  sanctioned  the  employment  of  a man  from  the  Surveyor’s 
department  for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  ground  for  examination 
where  necessary  and  for  the  work  of  rat  extermination,  and  this  arrange- 
ment proved  of  the  greatest  service.  The  Act  requires  that  rats  shall 
be  kept  down  at  all  times,  and  the  need  for  increasing  war  upon  them 
should  be  made  as  widely  known  as  possible.  Leaflets  have  been  issued 
by  the  City  Council  at  various  times  and  the  Press  have  given  pro- 
minence to  “ Rat  Week,’’  but  the  members  of  the  general  public  seem 
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quite  content  to  make  a spasmodic  effort  until  the  trouble  becomes 
serious  and  then  the  Inspector  is  called  in.  These  intermittent  efforts 
do  a certain  amount  of  good,  but  cannot  possibly  make  much  difference 
to  the  total  number  of  rats  for  more  than  a few  weeks.  Unless  organised 
action  is  taken  the  rats  simply  travel  from  one  building  or  district 
where  an  intensive  campaign  is  taking  place,  to  places  where  no  action 
is  being  taken.  The  occupier  of  private  premises  is  responsible  for 
preventing  his  premises  becoming  infested  with  rats  or  mice,  and  action 
should  be,  but  seldom  is,  taken  by  him  in  conjunction  with  the  work  of 
the  officials.  Most  of  the  trouble  occurred  from  defective  drains  and 
sewers,  and  in  every  instance  these  were  made  good  or  reconstructed. 

In  a circular  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
it  is  suggested  that  the  treatment  of  sewers  under  the  control  of  the 
Local  Authority  should  be  systematically  carried  out.  There  are  a 
number  of  old  and  disused  sewers  in  various  parts  of  the  City  which 
afford  harbourage  for,  and  are  frequented  by,  large  numbers  of  rats, 
and  if  any  appreciable  reduction  is  to  be  made  in  their  number  these 
old  sewers  (some  of  which  are  unrecorded)  should  be  traced  and  filled 
in  or  removed,  or  if  in  use  should  be  entirely  reconstructed.  The  water- 
courses throughout  the  City,  although  causing  less  trouble  than  the 
sewers,  should  also  receive  systematic  attention,  as  several  cases  of  rat 
infestation  have  been  traced  to  these. 

Several  premises  have  been  rendered  rat-proof  as  far  as  possible. 
Fumigation  with  Sulphur  dioxide  or  other  gas,  when  conditions  were 
favourable,  gave  very  satisfactory  results,  but  this  operation  cannot  be 
recommended  for  general  use  ; poisonous  baits  are  the  most  effective 
for  this  purpose. 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS,  1877  (S  1884. 

Under  the  above  Acts  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Sanitary  Authority 
within  whose  district  any  canal  is  situate,  to  make  an  annual  report 
as  to  the  execution  of  the  Acts  and  the  Regulations  made  thereunder. 

The  carriage  of  goods  by  Canal  boats  on  the  local  waterways 
does  not  appear  to  liave  increased  during  19.S0.  The  few  l)oats  in  use 
pass  through  the  City  at  very  irregular  intervals  and  consequent!}'  are 
not  often  inspected.  As  far  as  I can  ascertain  from  the  Great  W'estern 
Railway  Engineer  there  are  three  Canal  boats  plying  on  the  Canal  and 
River  Avon,  and  three  motor  barges  plying  between  Bath  and  Bristol. 
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These  l)oats  are  seldom  used  for  sleeping  purposes,  the  men  usually 
arranging  their  journeys  so  as  to  avoid  spending  the  night  on  board. 
For  some  months  past  the  Great  Western  Railway  Co.  have  been 
carrying  out  dredging  operations  in  the  hope  of  increasing  Canal  boat 
traffic  in  the  near  future. 

I made  19  visits  of  inspection  during  the  year  and  found  the 
boats  in  a satisfactory  condition.  They  were  clean,  in  good  repair  and 
complied  with  the  Regulations. 

As  far  as  I am  aware  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  number 
of  boats  on  the  Register,  which  remains  at  55.  Most  of  these  cannot 
be  traced  and  must  have  become  derelict  or  have  been  broken  up. 


No  infectious  disease  occurred  on  any  boat  nor  was  it  necessary 
to  detain  any  boat  for  cleansing  or  disinfection. 


No.  of  boats  which  cannot  be  traced 

No.  of  boats  in  use 

No.  available  for  use  .... 

No.  of  inspections 


46 

6 

6 

19 


LIST  OF  FOOD  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 
AND  DESTROYED  DURING  1930 


Weight 

Weight 

Meat 

in  lbs. 

Fish 

in  lbs. 

Bacon  ... 

27 

Cod  

72 

Beef  (English)  ... 

7430 

Codling  (Dried) 

560 

Beef  (Imported) 

1279 

Cod’s  roes 

42 

Cooked  Corned  Beef  ... 

30 

Crabs 

47 

Cooked  Ham  etc. 

17 

Fillets  of  Fish  ... 

522 

Lamb  (English) 

82 

Haddock  (Dried/ 

98 

Lamb  (Imported) 

502 

Mackerel 

160 

Mutton  (English) 

214 

Mixed  Fish 

715 

Mutton  (Imported) 

415 

Mussels  (3  bags) 

336 

Ox  Livers  ( ,,  ) 

15 

Whiting 

82 

Ox  Tails,  kidneys, sweetbreads, 

etc.  68 

Pork 

1748 

Sausages  ...  

15 

Tripe 

72 

Turkeys  ... 

207 

Veal 

94 

Total  Weight  ; 

Total  Weight  ; 

5 tons.,  9 cwt.,  Oqrs.,  71bs. 

1 ton,  3 cwt.,  2qrs.,  21bs. 

Weight 

No.  of 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

in  lbs. 

Tinned  Goods 

Tins 

Apples 

2880 

Cherries... 

2 

Cherries... 

216 

Condensed  Milk 

11 

Grapes  ... 

24 

Fish  Paste 

7 

Lemons  ... 

896 

Lobster  ... 

2 

Lettuces...  ...  ...  792  heads 

Peaches  ... 

2 

Plums 

2116 

Peas 

3 

Potatoes... 

22,400 

Pilchards 

3 

Tomatoes 

408 

Pine  Apple 

3 

Plums  ... 

5 

Sardines... 

4 

Tomatoes 

12 

Total  Weight ; 

12  tons,  18  cwt.,  lt|r.,  IGlbs. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  AND  REMOVED  DURING  1930 
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Note — A Summary  of  Statistics  relating  to  Number  of  Notifications,  Number  of  Deaths.  Incidence  and  Death  Rates  of  Infectious 
Disease,  will  be  found  on  page  7,  an  analysis  of  Deaths  according  to  Age  Periods  on  pages  72  and  73,  and  a further  note 
in  connection  with  the  Notification  of  Tuberculosis  on  page  42. 


CITY  OF  BATH 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  ending  3rd  January,  1931  (53  weeks) 

Deaths  in  Whole  District  at  Subjoined  Ages. 
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BIRTHS,  DEATHS  UNDER  1 YEAR,  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY, 

1930. 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Births 

435 

399 

834 

415 

374 

789 

20 

25 

45 

Deaths  (under  one  year)  ... 

21 

19 

40 

19 

13 

32 

2 

6 

8 

Infant  Mortality 

48 

48 

48 

46 

35 

41 

100 

240 

178 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Vision 

Total 

Deaths 

Treated 

Unimpaired 

Impaired 

Blindness 

Notihed  i At  Home 

At  Hosp. 

11  2 

9 

10 

1* 

— 

— 

* See  page  35. 


SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

Taken  at  9 a.m.  G.M.T.,  at  Henrietta  Park 


1930 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept.  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

Year. 

ui 

Mean 

43'9 

37'6 

430 

48'5 

52'4 

60’8 

60'5 

6P8 

58  0 52'5 

44'8 

4F6 

505 

o; 

u 

do.  Average  30  vrs. 

41T 

407 

432 

468 

53'4 

57'3 

61  '3 

60'4 

56'5  50  7 

43'5 

41'6 

49'7 

2- 

Highest  ... 

602 

503 

57  2 

65'5 

67-9 

79'4 

76  6 

87'5 

74  9 64  9 

590 

55  7 

87'5 

O 

Date 

19 

26 

26 

29 

29 

30 

5 

27 

3 16&17 

8 

27 

s 

Lowest 

29 '4 

23'7 

20  0 

36'2 

36'9 

430 

44  ’5 

457 

44  7 - 3P4 

205 

23  6 

20  0 

H 

iDate 

6 

18 

20 

21 

5 

26 

IS 

20 

15  , 27 

17 

10 

Humidity... 

85 

80 

79 

78 

74 

70 

72 

78 

82  ’ 79 

82 

88 

79 

Total  in  inches  ... 

4T5 

101 

P95 

1 95 

P54 

0'44 

244 

4-28 

3-93 , 2 80 

4'49 

3-79 

3277 

cd 

No.  Wet  Days 

19 

9 

18 

19 

20 

7 

17 

17 

20  i 23 

17 

18 

204 

c5 

Mean  of  65  yrs.  .. 

2'87 

2'30 

2 T9 

208 

2’00 

2T0 

2-57 

2'95 

2 56  3 28 

283 

3-31 

3104 

0^ 

do.  Wet  Days  ... 

15 

14 

14 

13 

12 

11 

13 

14 

13  ^ 16 

15 

17 

167 

Sunshine,  hours  ... 

500 

55'8 

110'6 

118'2 

127'5 

237'8 

1950 

199'6 
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